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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN FEBRUARY 2024

At the Shrine of the Infant Jesus, Nashik, the month of February is known as the month of “The Shrine
Feast”. This phrase is on the lips of everyone. The excitement is palpable. Many of the volunteers
save their privilege leave for this time. From the first day of the Novena till the Sunday of the Fest,
they are at the service of the Infant Jesus. It is remarkable that everyone of them serves the Lord with
no expectation whatsoever. It is voluntary service and done gratis. They have truly understood what
the Lord says in Lk 17:10, “So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,
“We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!””

One can only marvel at the commitment of the 150 and more volunteers. There are volunteers in the
Shrine and outside. Each is eager to serve. | can only thank God for their commitment and dedication
and pray that the Infant Jesus bless them and their families.

The Shrine Feast is held on the Second Saturday in February. This time it was on February 10, 2024.
Nine days before the feast, we began the Novena to the Infant Jesus. The themes for the Novena were
the different attributes of the Infant Jesus like his smallness, vulnerability, childlikeness, dependence,
gentleness, openness, compassion, poverty and dependence. It vwas apt that the theme for the Feast
Day was “The Magnanimity of the Infant Jesus”. This magnanimity was shown tangibly when the
whole event went off without a hitch. All the arrangements were in place thanks to the hard work of
the volunteers and the blessings and graces of the Infant Jesus. The civic authorities offered unstinted
support to us. The Commissioner of Police paid a personal visit to see that all arrangements were in
place. He was drawn to and by the Infant Jesus. This was not surprising because the Infant Jesus
draws people from all walks of the life.

The pilgrims came in large numbers and from the comments we received, all of them had a very deep
spiritual experience.

Thanks to the Infant Jesus for aII hIS blessmgs and to the volunteers for their hard and dedlcated work




On February 19, 2024 a group of 14 young priests arrived at the Shrine from the Nagpur Diocese for
a two-day Seminar by Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ. Besides the session which touched them deeply, they
were inspired by the faith of the pilgrims at the Shrine and learned about devotion and hope from
them. They left for their Parishes/Schools renewed and refreshed.

On February 15, 2024, St. Xavier’s High School received the Provisional Affiliation to the ICSE
Board for a period of five years. The Staff of the School (both teaching and non-teaching) worked
tirelessly and left no stone unturned in their efforts to ensure that all was in place for the visit of the
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Inspectors. The Inspectors were inspired — to say the least and recommended that permission be given
to the school immediately. Here too we could feel then presence of the Infant Jesus guiding and
motivating us.

NEW DELHI

g Lives since 1955
ranstorm™™
Mbowering minds & =

COUNCIL FOR THE INDIAN SCHOOL CERTIFICATE EXAMINATIONS

Pragati House, 3rd Floor, 47-48 Nehru Place, New Delhi - 110 019
Telephones : 26411706, 26413820, 29564831
E-mail : council@cisce.org Website : www.cisce.org

CERTIFICATE OF PROVISIONAL AFFILLATION

MA287
his is fo cez’/yé/ that ST. XAVIER’S HIGH SCHOOL

Opp. Nehru Nagar, Nasik — Pune Highway, Nashik Road, Nashik 422101, Maharashtra
has been provisionally affiliated fo this Council for a period
o/( . /g'ue years fo prepare and enfer candidales _ /[01' the Indhian
Gen_&'ﬁba/e (y[ (Seconoézry Edkrcation @'ear 70) Examination. This
S Fovisional fZ/fM’af[on will expire on 3Is/ Ilarch 2029 /%
school must oblain Termanent Affiliation, before this date.

\_u Z

(Smﬁa) (Dr. G.'rimmanuel)
Deputy Secretary Chairman

Date _16 February 2024

Note : Schools are required to seek the Council's permission prior to opening Classes Xl and XII.

On February 15, 2024, Fr. Tony Jurschik SJ celebrated 60 years of his arrival in India. He has worked
in the districts and cities of Maharashtra and has rendered invaluable service. We thank God for him
and pray that he will keep Fr. Tony in good heath of mind and body.

We began the season of Lent st the Shrine with three Masses on Ash Wednesday which this year was
on February 14. The three pious practices of Almsgiving, Prayer and Fasting must be internalized all
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through the season of Lent and even after Easter. The Lord does not want us to rend our garments but
our hearts according to the prophet Joel. Let us do that as we enter deeper into this blessed season.
Let our faith show itself in words. In order to this, you are welcome to read my article on “How to
prepare for Lent the Jesus way”

May God be with you and your families; may the Infant Jesus bless you all and may Joseph and Mary
always intercede.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

Chaplain

Shrine of the Infant Jesus,

Nashik 422101

February 2024



How to prepare for Lent the Jesus way

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. Every year on Ash Wednesday, the Gospel
text is from Mt 6:1-6, 16-18. In these verses which form part of Matthew’s Sermon on
the Mount (5:1:7:29), the Matthean Jesus speaks of three pious practices prevalent at
that time. These were almsgiving, prayer and fasting. Jesus prefaces the instructions on
the HOW of these practices, with what may be seen as an anchor to what follows. This
anchor is that there ought to be no ostentatiousness. Pomposity is condemned in the
practice of pious duties. There is a great difference between living a conspicuously
good and godly life (5:13—16) and striving to gain a reputation for piety. The difference
lies not only in the motive, but in the result: the former brings glory to God, the latter
only to the performer. The ostentatious person gets his/her reward from humans which
is not the true reward received from God. The ostentatious person is a hypocrite
(originally meaning ‘actor’) because he/she is performing before an audience in order
to impress and gain applause.

In this regard, it is instructive to note that Jesus does not use the imperative before his
teaching on the pious practices. This means that he does not impel a person to give
alms, pray or fast. Instead, he uses the adverb “when” or “whenever” which exhorts
and even encourages, but does not force. In other words, what is done must be done
from within one’s heart and because one wants to do it for the deed itself.

We can look at almsgiving, prayer and fasting as metaphors in which almsgiving may
be seen as an outward activity flowing from an inner disposition, prayer as an inward
activity which results in an outer transformation and fasting which is both inward and
outward.

On the surface level, almsgiving is seen as an act of giving in charity to a needy
individual or to an institution. On the deeper level, almsgiving may be seen not only as
an act but an attitude or disposition. It may be seen as an attitude which thinks of the
other before oneself. To be sure this does not mean that we do not take care of
ourselves. It means instead that we realise that one of the better ways of self-care is to
care for others. While we might not expect a return favour for every good deed that we
do, it is very likely that we may expect a thanks from the person who has been the
recipient of our action. The attitude to which we are invited this Lent is to give with no
expectation whatever. We are not even to expect thanks for the good that we do. The
words of Jesus in this regard are, “But when you give alms, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing” (Mk 6:3). While we will not impose our goodness
on others, we are called to give even when people are ungrateful. Jesus summarizes
this beautifully in Lk 17:10, when he tells us, “So you also, when you have done all
that you were ordered to do, say, “We are worthless slaves; we have done only what
we ought to have done!”’



Prayer has been defined variously. Some see prayer as talking with God, others as
listening to God, still others as being silent in front of God and as simply being. My
own definition to which I invite you this Lent is, “Prayer is action”. By this [ mean that
whether one talks with or petitions God, listens to God or is silent in front of God, the
result of my prayer is what matters. If my prayer does not result in my becoming more
loving, caring and other-centered, it is sterile. My encounter with God must lead to a
transformation. In the case of Zacchaeus, his brief encounter with Jesus led to a total
transformation. The one whom people considered dishonest, a sinner and a cheat was
transformed into a man who totally renounced his former ways. He became a generous
giver (Lk 19:8). This change was not because Jesus asked or expected him to change,
but because of his own desire to change after his encounter with the Lord.

The prayer of Jesus in Gethsemane is a classic example of transformation after prayer.
Before he began to pray, Jesus was frightened, even terrified. He admitted as much to
his inner circle of disciples when he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to death;
remain here, and keep awake.” (Mk 14:34). However, after his prayer, though he
received no audible response from his “Abba”, he was transformed, fortified and
invigorated. He was able to face the challenge of the cross as is evident in his words to
his captors after his arrest, “But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” (Mk 14:49).

The invitation then is to not merely recite prayers, but to be transformed after every
time of prayer we spend with the Lord.

Fasting is usually associated with abstaining from food and drink. This abstention is of
different types. Some abstain from morning till night, other abstain from one meal or
from certain types of food. Many studies have shown the benefits of fasting from food
at least once every week. While this is beneficial to health and even emphasizes that as
humans, we are more than food and drink, there is more to fasting than fasting from
food and drink.

The invitation this Lent is to fast from everything that is Negative. As a matter of fact,
LENT can be seen as an acronym for Leave Every Negative Thought. If we do this,
then our words will be positive and our actions even more so.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ
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Lent: Come Back to Me

Xavier’s chapel confessional. photo: kevin d’cruz



Streams of grace
cascading rays
return from ways

of wanton waste

prodigal shuffles
home unkempt
remorseful: “Father,

| have sinned....”

Repentance shushed
he hugs us back
renews refreshes
heals restores
his child again
as if the sin
and wayward roam

had never been

Come back to me
with all your heart..
my love for you

is ever there....

Come back to me
With all your heart..
Come back to me...

Come back to me...

terry Q
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PASCAL MYSTERY

The winds of change are ever blowing
The seasons always will be new
The Spirit’s free and freshly flowing
And fills our lives with heaven’s cue

We won’t be chained to abject sorrow
In fretful mood to helpless drift
For there will dawn a new tomorrow
Our hope to kindle, spur and lift

This Paschal mystery never ceases
From woe to joy from death to life
It is God’s offer made through Jesus
Sustaining us in calm and strife

So many still withstand oppression
Their lives endangered yet to stake
Jesus stays with every mission
To change the world for heaven’s sake

Godfrey D’Lima SJ
Feb. 22,2024
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PRAYER FOR INDIA’S LEADERSHIP

There’s now no other hope but prayer
That India may be freed from hate
And leadership will rise and dare
To save the Constitution’s fate

No matter what the past has been
No matter mobs with tearing power
If Heaven wills a change of scene
No citizen will have to cower

God bless the brave who speak the truth
Who risk the mighty of the day
Who suffer everything uncouth
But yet keep faithful to the Way

Godfrey
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The colour purple

Some timely liturgical education for you:

You must have noticed the use of purple vestments for the masses during Lent.
Earlier it was green.

Red and white and gold are also used on other occasions and seasons.

Why from green to purple now? Thought you might like to know.

13



Now you know.

The color purple is used in the Church liturgy during
seasons of preparation.

These two seasons are Advent (i.e., weeks
leading up to Christmas)

and Lent (i.e., weeks leading up to Easter).

In the Bible one finds the underlying reasons as to why
purple is chosen for

these seasons.

In particular, Mark 15: Verses 16-20 summarize how the
soldiers

led Jesus away after he was condemned to die, dressed him
in a purple robe,

placed a crown of thorns on his head, and mocked him by
saying:

“Hail, king of the Jews.”

Another example exists in John 19: Verses 1-5

in which events are similarly explained.

Therefore, it is apparent that purple is the perfect symbolic
color to use

during the liturgical seasons in which the church prepares

for its King’s birth and then for his death.

The external colour does not matter. The internal spirit does. May you prepare
yourself internally and spiritually through prayer and reconciliation during Lent the
more to celebrate the glory times at Easter.
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A terry-ism for Lent : Don’t waste your time giving up bad habits.
Build so many good ones

you do not have time for the bad ones!

All well with me and the good things continue. | guess when one wants them to
continue, they will.

Testing times begin on Wednesday. I’ll be all tied up with that for the next three
months.

Like | said, the good times continue!!

May they continue for you too

Take care. Stay well.

Love, Terry
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LENT FALLEN

Once the skies now down to dirt
From flight to fallen fatal state
For whim of freedom lost the heights
Alone discarded doomed to dust
Unmourned by soaring eagle wings

It lies untended sorry plight.

Sin scorns us thus makes naught of grace
and glory grandeur heaven heights
Makes writhing wretched wallow state
Inheritance through wanton ways

through rubble paths and gutter routes
16



to disenchantment final goal.

But yet like prodigal return
The sinner has love’s graceful chance
The Father waits and gentle calls
To banquet times and pastures new
“Forever will | take you back

Return to me with all your heart.”

terryq: June, 2013
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LENTEN RESIDENTIAL RETREAT FOR LAITY
AT THE SHRINE OF THE INFANT JESUS, NASHIK ROAD
Preacher: Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ
Contact 9004617804 or errolsj@gmail.com

March 22-24, 2024
Arrival: March 22, 2024 (evening before supper) Departure: March 24, 2024 (after
lunch)

Kindly book by the Jan Shatabdi (12071) {Second sitting Rs. 120 and AC Chair Car

Rs. 400 — Departure at 12.10 pm from CSMT and 12.25 pm from Dadar} to come to

Nashik. Book by Tapovan (17618) from Nashik to CSMT {Second sitting Rs. 90; AC
Chair car Rs. 335 — Departure at 6.05 pm from Nashik}




