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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN NOVEMBER 2024
The cold has come to Nashik and for those who enjoy the cold, the weather is
invigorating and refreshing.
The month began with the celebration of “All Saints”. In the eighth century, Pope
Gregory |1l consecrated a new chapel in the Basilica of St. Peter to all saints on
November 1, and he fixed the anniversary of this dedication as the date of the feast. In
the ninth century, Pope Gregory IV extended the celebration of All Saints for the entire
Church and since then, the Church celebrates the feast of all Saints on this date.
While the celebration of this solemnity may be seen on the one hand as a remembrance
or memorial of the numerous courageous men and women who lived lives of selfless
love, it may also be seen as an event which makes each of us aware that we, too, as those
who have gone before, are capable of living such lives. It is a celebration of possibilities,
potential and promise. They could, we also can.
A day after the feast of All Saints, was the “Commemoration of the faithful departed”
This is a better title than the one that is often used namely” All Souls day”. {see below
my article on this point and the meaning of the commemoration).
Fr. Errol was busy with Retreats from the end of October and through November.
From October 27-November 1, 2024 he gave a retreat to 29 priests of the Pune Diocese
at Montfort Bhavan in Pune. The priests were touched by the grace of the Spirit and
\‘/vent back to thelr Parlshes and other ministries with renewed vigour and enthu3|asm
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From November 3-9, 2024, Fr. Errol gave a retreat to 32 priests of the Archdiocese of
Goa, Daman and Diu. It was held at the St. Joseph Vaz renewal centre in Old Goa. The
ambience was perfect for silencing and Retreating. The priests got into the retreat from
the word GO. The closeness of the Centre to so much of rich history and tradition helped
the priests to listen to God’s Spirit. This was the second group (the retreat for the first
group was held from August 18-25, 2024 and 46 priests made that retreat)



DIOCESAN CLERGY RETREAT
3rd - 9th November 2024
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The Jesuit team at the Shrine conducted the seventh Laity retreat from November 15-
17, 2024. 31 lay people attended the Retreat and the feedback was very positive. Many
commented on the practicality of the sessions and how they could use in their daily lives
what they had learned through their openness to God’s Spirit. They went back to their
homes physically and spiritually refreshed.
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Our work of “Food from the heart and to the body” continues with our multipronged
approach. Through the help of generous benefactors, we reach out by providing meals
to especially abled men and women. This is done on a regular basis.



Now that the cold has arrived in Nashik and considering that it can be very challenging
for those who live on the streets, we were able — through the generosity of devotees of
the Infant Jesus — to provide mats and blankets to those who reside on the footpath and

in the slums of Nashik.
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We will enter the season of Advent on December 1, 2024 and we pray that we will wait
with anticipation and open hearts to welcome the Christ child who wants to be born even
in our broken world.

We have planned our annual Christmas party for the differently abled children from
Nashik on December 23, 2024. We are extremely grateful to you for your support and
generosity. Please see some photographs of last year and the invitation to you for this
year’s party.
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The girls and boys hoeyteams of our School have gone to Satara to participate in the
State level hockey tournament. | gave them two bits of advice before they left. One was

to do their best and the other was to play as a team. | am confident that they will follow
these instructions come back winners in their eyes
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We are very grateful to you for your constant support to the Shrine and our work here.
May God be with you and your families; may the Infant Jesus bless you all and may
Joseph and Mary always intercede.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ and team

November 2024




Commemoration of the Faithful Departed

A day after the feast of All Saints, was the “Commemoration of the
faithful departed”. This is a better title than the one that is often used
namely” All Souls day”.

This is because in the Creed (which is the article of faith of the Catholic
Church), we believe not in the resurrection of the “soul”, but of the body.
When Jesus appeared to the disciples after his death and resurrection, he
appeared not as a “soul” but with a different body (a body that could
walk through closed doors and appear and disappear at will — Jn 20:19;
Lk 24:31) and yet one that was continuous with his earthly body. This is
why he could show them his hands and his side which had been nailed
and pierced respectively (Jn 20:20) invite Thomas to put his finger in the
nail marks and his hand in his side that had been pierced (Jn 20:27)
prepare breakfast for his disciples (Jn 21:12) and even eat a piece of
broiled fish before their eyes after requesting it (Lk 24:41-43). The
challenge with focusing too much on the soul (which is from the Greek
(youyn) psuché. This word is translated as follows - (a) the vital breath,
breath of life, (b) the human soul, (c) the soul as the seat of affections
and will, (d) the self, (¢) a human person, an individual. What is
interesting in these translations is that the majority of them seem to refer
to the inner person (breath, affections, will) or individual. The one
translation which uses the word “soul” does not define it. One of the
biggest challenges with making a dichotomy between soul and body is
that we tend to separate rather than harmonize. We make too clear
distinctions between the sacred and the secular, prayer and work, the
inside and outside and unfortunately this leads to them and us. We forget
that all of us as individuals are one composite whole and that even as
individuals we are interconnected with each other and nature. Since we
do not feel the interconnected with others and nature, we continue to live
selfishly instead of with concern for the other. We also tend to abuse and
destroy nature instead of using it as we ought to.

The question of where we go when we die is a question that has puzzled
and continues to puzzle the minds of many. It is a question that brings
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out the fact that we realize that this life has to end and all of us no matter
how strong we are, no matter how rich or poor have to die someday.
Death has been and will continue to be a mystery. While we know that
we have to die and today with the advancement of science and
technology can delay death by a few days, months or even years in some
cases and can tell how a person may have died, what we will never know,
what will always remain a mystery is why a person must die at a
particular moment in time. The Commemoration of the faithful departed
does not provide the answer to this question, but informs us that for us
as believers, death is not and can never be the end.

If in the past the focus of the feast was on praying for the deliverance of
the “souls” in purgatory who were regarded as the “Church suffering”
and needed our prayers so that they could join in heaven the saints and
add to the number of the “Church triumphant”, today the focus is
different. This focus is brought out powerfully by St. Paul in his letter to
the Thessalonians (1 Thess 4:13-18) where he says that we cannot
behave as a people who have no hope. Our grief has to be a controlled
grief. It has to be a grief that has its basis in the hope that all who have
died in Christ are sure to rise with him. After God has spoken in Jesus,
death is seen only as transition from one kind of life to another. In the
words of the sixteenth century poet John Donne: “Death, thou shalt die”.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ
November 2024



CHRIST OUR KING
Of many kings that came and went
Theres one who will not fade
He suffered, died and rose again
And history was remade

He did not wear distinguished dress
Nor had expensive chums

His palace was the roadside rest
Where all in need could come

He did his best to heal and guide

His teachings still are heard

He called on friends to share his way
But some thought him absurd

To follow him will have its risk

The world won’t see the point
And trying to keep him company
Could put us out of joint

But he’s a type that fascinates
No kings or lords compare

And to his kingdom all are called
If we will trust and dare

Christ fills the heart of everyone
Who shares his life and mission
To make the world a better place
Steadfast in love’s commission
Godfrey SJ
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SAINTS AND SOULS OF NOVEMBER

November brought us memories
Of Souls and Saints sublime
We may have known a few of them
But countless pass through time

They tell us that our lives like theirs
Are always in God’s sight
Though no acclaim may come our way
We share in heaven’s light

The Feasts of Souls and Saints confirms
They’re with us every day
And in a solidarity that’s shared
We journey on life’s way

Godfrey SJ
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INVITATION TO OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY
FOR OUR ESPECIALLY ABLED CHILDREN
FROM OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD

DATE: December 23, 2024
TIME: 11.30 AM onwards
VENUE: Shrine of the Infant Jesus, Canteen

Bring only yourself along. Come ready to have fun, fun and more fun
Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ and the Jesuit Community
Shrine of the Infant Jesus
Nashik Road
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