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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN AUGUST  2025 

St. John Marie Vianney, also known as Curé d'Ars ("the parish priest of Ars" [a place in 

France]) is the patron of Diocesan Priests. His feast day is celebrated on August 4. He 

was born on May 8, 1976 and died on August 4, 1859 when he was 83 years old. He is 

known for his priestly and pastoral work in his parish in Ars, France, resulting in the 

radical spiritual transformation of the community and its surroundings. He lived a saintly 

and mortified life. He persevered in the ministry of administering the sacrament of 

reconciliation drawing thousands of people back to God. He was an ardent devotee of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
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Fr. Errol began the month of August with the second retreat to the diocesan priests of 

the Vasai Diocese. Forty-seven priests made this retreat. It was held at Atmashodh 

Darshan Kendra, Sandor, Vasai from August 3-8, 2025. All the priests got into the 

Retreat from the first night. The movements of the Spirit were clearly visible. Since 

many of these priests had been students of mine when they were seminarians and knew 

me from their seminary days, it helped with their openness. It would not be an 

exaggeration to say that every single one of them was touched by the Spirit in one way 

or other. 

 

The Jesuit team at the Shrine of the Infant Jesus conducted a two-day recollection 

(August 9-10, 2025) for the youth from St. Anne’s Cathedral, Parish, Nashik Road, who 

will soon be confirmed. Twenty-six youth attended this recollection. The feedback we 

received was very positive. All of them said that the sessions were relevant and practical 

and had helped in increasing their faith. The sessions also helped them with discernment 

and facing the challenges they encounter as youth. They were going to choose the faith 

not because their parents were Catholic, but because they wanted to be. 
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On August 9, we celebrated International day of Indigenous Tribes or World Adivasi 

Day. Frs Godfrey and Vincy who have spent many years living and working with these 

tribes in various villages, have shared their experience in verse and prose in English and 

Marathi respectively. The content is rich. 

The Jesuit team at the Shrine successfully completed – with the grace of the Infant Jesus 

and the intercession of Joseph and Mary – the 10th Residential Laity Retreat from August 

15-17, 2025. Twenty-six participants from Nashik, Goa, Mumbai, Baroda and 

Bangalore attended the Retreat. The feedback was extremely positive. Some of the 

comments of the participants were as follows: “Fr. Errol you are truly one of a rare kind”. 

“This Retreat was enlightening in more ways than one and opened my eyes to so many 

things I did not know”. “The sessions were practical and the tips during the sessions can 

be used in daily life”. “Scripture was made so easy to understand”. “Fr. Errol, you not 

only know the Bible, but live it”. 
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The school celebrated Independence Day with many relevant programmes put up by the 

students. One which struck a chord with many was the पटनाट्य, during which the 

importance of protecting the environment through responsible use of water, electricity 

and never wasting food. Fr. Bosco was the Chief Guest and hoisted the Natiuonal Flag. 

He said a few words of encouragement and made an appeal for unity even in our 

diversity. 
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On August 22 this year we celebrated the Queenship of Mary and the agricultural festival 

of Bedur or Pola. This is a festival celebrated in Maharashtra on the no moon day of the 

Hindu month Shravana. Bullocks, traditionally who assist the farmer in his agricultural 

work, are decorated and fed with special food. Fr. Godfrey has first hand of experience 

of this and has nwritten two poems in connection with this festival. 

We thank each of you profusely for your generosity to the Infant Jesus. Rest assured of 

our constant prayers for you all. May the Infant Jesus bless you abundantly and may 

Joseph and Mary keep interceding. 

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ  

August 2025 
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LEARNING BY DOING AND A LOT MORE LEARNING 

OR 

LEARNING FOR LIFE 

 
The Principal of the ICSE Ms Estherrani Bansod, and her team of teachers, initiated a 

new way of learning with the students of Grade 10. She used the four spaces of learning 

- the classroom, the stage, the playground and the outside world - to teach the students 

not only to learn by doing, but to learn collectively, creatively and joyfully and to learn 

for life.  

 

The students of Grade 10 were given the responsibility of organizing a “Canteen Day” 

for the students of the whole school. They were divided into groups and were asked to 

arrange to provide snacks which they would sell to the students of the school during the 

short and long breaks. Their ideas were creative and original. These were some of the 

items that were available on sale: Noodles, Samosa, Papdi Chat, Popcorn, Panipuri , 

Khakra Pizza, Japanese Bhel, Brownie, Dhokla, Chawli Chat, Choco pie Pudding and 

Mojito. Some groups decided to ask their parents to make the snacks at home, other 

approached professional vendors. The Principal and her team of teachers fixed the 

selling price of the snacks and explained to the students that the profit margin ought not 

to be exorbitant.  

 

On the appointed day, at break-time, the students of Grade 10 took on the role of 

professional vendors. The use of gloves ensured that hygiene was maintained. The 

students of other grades, played the role of buyers. The sale was on. Since the rates of 

the edibles were reasonable, all items were sold and much before the break was over. 

Here already, a number of values were evident and learned. These were: 

1. Team-work: Since the students were grouped in teams, they learned to distribute 

the work that had to be done and divide responsibility. 

2. Creativity: They put on their thinking caps in order to discern what snacks would 

appeal to their companions. 

3. Interacting with professionals and bargaining: Those who provided ready-made 

snacks, learned to deal with professional vendors and bargain for a fair and 

reasonable rate before they bought them. 

4. Selling and Accounting: Some students who wanted to buy came in a group and 

bought many items together. This helped the “vendor” students to be quick with 

their hands to serve and with their minds to calculate the total. 

5. Honesty: When dealing with money, there is the possibility of siphoning off a part 

of the take. The students learned that team-work meant that they had to be honest 

and committed to each other and to the team. 
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6. Justice and Fairness Before the Principal and teachers fixed the rates at which 

snacks could be sold, they had a discussion with the students about the profit 

margin. They taught them that while they needed to be rewarded for their efforts, 

the monetary reward ought to be a reasonable and not exorbitant one. 

7. Involvement of parents in the whole process of learning: The parents of the 

students got involved from the word “Go”. This helped an interaction between 

parents, teachers and students on a very informal platform. 

 

 
 

Two of the many photographs taken have been shown to make reveal team-work, 

enthusiasm on the part of the “buyer” students and maintenance of hygiene through the 

use of gloves 
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“Canteen Day” was a grand success and the students of Grade 10 were happy that their 

companions from other classes enjoyed the day as much as they did. The added reason 

for joy was that they had made a profit. This, however, was only one side of the story. 

 

The story continues after the Principal congratulated the students, their parents and the 

members of her team for their focus and dedication. She then informed them of her plans 

on how, when and for whom the money was to be spent. Through this, she brought out 

other values, by leading the students from the spaces in the school to the space of the 

outside world. 

 

There were options before the students on how the money they had earned would be 

utilised. One was that it be distributed equally among the students. Another was that 

each student be given back the capital he/she had invested and the profit be shared 

among all equally. 

The Principal invited the students to look outside of themselves not only spiritually, but 

practically. One of the ways in which this “looking out” could be done was by visiting 

an orphanage in which girls and boys of their age were housed. This would help them 

relate better. Accordingly, a visit to Ashirwad Balsadan – a place which houses children 

who are orphaned and abandoned - was arranged. From the moment they entered the 

place and began to interact with the children there, a number of stark facts were driven 

home. They realised how blessed they are to be in homes where they are cared for with 

love. They also realised how they had parents and other loved ones to whom they could 

turn to in case of need. They had a surplus of clothes and other things. They had their 

own mobile phones which was paid for by their parents. Often, they had only to ask and 

what they wanted – but may not have needed – was provided for them; This visit was 

fruitful in more ways than one. When they interacted with the children in the orphanage, 

they realised that the children there did not bemoan the fact that they were orphans. They 

did not engage in self-pity or defeatism. Rather, they realised that BECAUSE they did 

not have parents to guide them, and provide all their needs, they had to grow up faster 

than required if they were to survive in the world. One girl narrated how when she had 

to fill up her form for the Board Examinations she was unable to fill in the space of 

Father and Mother because she had been abandoned as a baby and did not know who 

her parents were. Her fellow-students began to make fun of and ridicule her. However, 

she did not let their ridicule affect her. As a matter of fact, it helped her to realise that if 

she had come this far without father and mother, she could keep on keeping on. This 

visit brought home many realities to our students many of which are often taken for 

granted. 

1. Count your blessings: We ought to be so grateful for all the blessings we have. 

Some of these are a stable home, parents who look after and love us, food that we 

enjoy is prepared for us, a secure environment in which we can grow, no fear of 

being ridiculed by others and peace of mind and heart. 
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2. Use the challenges as spring-boards: We may see challenges in our lives as 

obstacles/problems/difficulties/hurdles. We may also see them as spring-boards 

from which we launch ourselves and fly far and high. We choose to always look 

at the bright side of life and know that every challenge can be overcome with 

perseverance and God’s grace. 

3. Words cannot hurt: In the case of the girl who was ridiculed because she did not 

know who her parents were, the students learnt that she was stronger than the 

ridicule. This was why she did not let it get to her. She had accepted the fact a 

long time ago. She knew WHO SHE WAS. She did not need to know who her 

parents were. 

 
 

The same outing included playing in a running stream. This too is part of life. The stream 

reminded the students that all is temporary and passing.  The Greek Philosopher 

Heraclitus put it succinctly when he said “You cannot step into the same river twice, 

because the river is not the same and you are not the same”. This means that change is 

the only constant. Since this is reality, we must live by the motto, “Carpe Momentum” 

which means “seize the moment”. On the one hand, life is too short for anything else 

but to enjoy it fully and on the others hand, this moment is all we have.  
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The students were than taken for a scrumptious lunch. The buffet that was placed before 

them was another opportunity to learn. The students were told that they could take as 

much as they needed, but not to waste even a morsel. It gave them an opportunity to 

discern their own limits. They had to know how much was enough. Having just 

experienced what the orphan children go through and their meagre diet, they were awe-

struck with the variety displayed. Once again, they were reminded of the numerous 

blessings they receive daily. All they could do at the end of the day was to offer prayers 

of thanksgiving and gratitude. 

 

 
Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ 

August 2025 
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF INDIGENOUS TRIBES OR 

WORLD ADIVASI DAY 

This world-wide Feast to celebrate the life of little and greater groups of people who live 

closer to nature, in forests, on hillsides, near rivers and streams and generally work on 

the land is observed as International Day of Indigenous Peoples on August 9 every year 

thanks to the United Nations initiative to highlight the lives of such peoples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In India there is a hesitation on the part of the Government to name such people as 

Indigenous or Adivasi. The reason being India has such a diverse population that could 

also be included in the understanding of the term Adivasi. Some in India therefore prefer 

to refer to Adivasis as Vanvasi or “forest dwellers”. But the fact is that the Adivasi or 

Tribal is a recognisable group with language and culture that has closer similarities to 

such peoples all over the world. And as of now Adivasis or Tribals in India are a special 

category under the Constitution. 

 

Why are Adivasis or Tribals special? They are so because their culture, their 

occupations, their languages have less changes over time than other sections of the 

population. This makes them vulnerable to the peoples who have rapidly changed their 

way of living or whose numbers dominate the political, economic and social systems for 

their betterment. 
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All over the world there is a realisation that Adivasis or Tribals need special protection 

since their survival systems are threatened by the dominant groups that manage to  

secure their welfare and in the process tend to subjugate or exploit other sections who 

are not developed enough educationally, economically or socially to claim their rightful 

share of progress in the country. 

 

In India, the Government has accepted a special responsibility towards developing the 

Adivasi or Tribal peoples. Educational and medical facilities, support for their 

agriculture and farm animals, organisation of local self government and other ways are 

tried out to raise the standard of living and to protect the way of life of the Adivasi 

communities.                                                      

 

But there are powerful forces that try to exploit the condition of the Adivasis or Tribals. 

Since Adivasis live close to the earth’s natural resources like forests, rivers, soil and its 

mineral riches, these commercial forces would like to push the Adivasis out of their 

lands to plunder their resources for narrow commercial profiteering. In the process they 

will destroy the natural resources of the earth which are so necessary for life’s survival. 

An enlightened society will try in every way to conserve the assets of the Adivasi or 

Tribal community for its own self preservation.  

 

In protecting Adivasi life and environment human society will preserve nature’s gifts of 

God essential for life. For we shall always need clean water, pure air, oxygen breathing 

forests, uncontaminated soil, animals and birds that enrich the ecosystem for human and 

humane survival. Some say that the Adivasi way of life is the last chance for human 

society to survive in an increasingly despoiled, exploited, and contaminated 

environment. Adverse climate change, chemical pollution of the food chain, spread of 

new diseases, overcrowding in cities and other threats to human well being will be held 

in check if the Adivasis environment or habitat is protected.  
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For us Christians, care for the Adivasi is not a matter of charity alone. It is a mission to 

people and through people to all creation. For if the Adivasi or Tribal can live in dignity, 

with needs met without forfeiting nature, with possibilities of developing just like other 

peoples of the nation and the world, we will be including more and more of God’s family 

into the wellbeing of Heaven. And nature will be preserved and strengthened to offer its 

vital richness for generations to survive. 

 

What more can we do for Adivasi or Tribal development? And for the development of 

nature’s wealth still left for us to nurture.  

 

                                 
   Education the key to Adivsai emancipation 
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THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR BLESSED MOTHER AND INDEPENDENCE DAY 

 

On August 15 every year, we celebrate two related events. These are the Assumption of 

our Blessed Mother and Independence Day. The reason why these events are related is 

because they are both about Freedom. Independence is celebrated as freedom from 

foreign rule and domination to self-rule and governance and the Assumption may be 

seen as a freedom from this limited and incomplete life to the bliss of eternal and 

perpetual life. 

 

 “The Magnificat” or Mary’s hymn of praise communicates a picture of Mary as 

someone quite steeped in scripture. It reveals God primarily as a God of the poor. God 

is the one who will vindicate the poor by removing the rich and mighty from their 

positions and raising the lowly. 

 

The hymn may be seen to be divided into four parts. The first part consists of praise to 

God for what he has done in and for Mary; the second part speaks of God’s power, 

holiness and mercy; the third part shows God acting as a Sovereign in reversing social 

conditions in favor of the poor and downtrodden; and the fourth and final part recalls 

God’s mercy and promises to Israel. 

 

The hymn speaks of the effects of the Lord’s coming for all of God’s people. It begins 

on a note of salvation as Mary acknowledges her dependence on God. It was the grace 

of God that sustained and brought her to the position in which she finds herself. She has 

not achieved anything on her own, it is all a gift of God and thus, Mary acknowledges 

her humble state, referring to herself as God’s servant. She is to be called “blessed’ 

because God, in his mercy and goodness, had raised her to this level. 
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God has shown this mercy and goodness to the poor by showing the strength of his arm, 

by scattering the proud, and deposing the powerful. The poor, on the other hand, have 

been raised, and the hungry have been filled. God remembers not only those of old but 

also the present generation. He is a God not only of the past, but also a God of the 

present, the now. 

 

The stress on God as a God primarily of the poor stands out in Mary’s hymn of praise. 

In a world where the rich seem to be getting richer and the poor, poorer, one wonders 

whether the Magnificat is a hymn that can make sense to the poor, to those of low degree. 

Yet, it is important to remember that God’s ways are not our ways and so, the poor must, 

in confidence, sing this song as their song. The confidence with which Mary sings this 

song runs through the entire hymn. She uses past tense to denote God’s future actions, 

thus expressing that God will indeed accomplish his will, and the poor will be 

vindicated. What is important for the poor to realize is that they, like Mary, need to 

continue to open themselves to all that God wants to do in them. They need to continue 

to acknowledge their dependence on God by doing all that is required of them and then, 

leaving the rest in his capable and strong hands. 

 

Even as we do celebrate these events, we need to ask ourselves serious questions both 

as Indians and Christians. Can we be really free when caste distinctions result in murder 

and rape? Can we be really free when freedom to speak the truth is met with physical 

violence and threat to life?  Can we be free when the incidence of female foeticide is so 

high in our country and where in many places the girl child is seen as a liability and 

burden rather than a blessing? Can we be really free when we are so intent on destroying 

our natural resources for selfish ends and then have to wonder whether we will have 

enough rain to see us through the year? Can we call ourselves Christians when we will 

not do anything about these atrocities and continue with our lives as if it does not concern 

us? 

 

Are we really free? Are we truly Christian? 

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ 

Click on the link if you want to hear my homily on The Sassumption and Independence 

Day https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJCNgGUKuTE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJCNgGUKuTE
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FREEDOM  

GODFREY D’LIMA SJ 
Mary rose to fullest freedom 

From what corrupts like death 

For you and me what’s freedom now 

While still with human breath 

Is it the freedom India won 

when foreign rule was ended 

And masses hoped for better times 

With varied hopes so blended 

Or is it freedom for the few 

Who have the means and power? 

To dominate the rest of us 

And have us cringe and cower 

 

 
 

Like Mary may our freedom grow 

To fill our dreams to dare 

To make a change for India so 

All peoples have their share 

Then Mary’s rise charged by her Son 

Will be our rising too 

And with us will all peoples rise 

To build a world anew 
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POLA – Feast of Gratitude to Animals that Help Agriculture 

 

It is a happy, merry Feast 

When mingling with our bovines 

Not with the whip extracting work 

But with tasteful, grateful signs 

We bless them with our homely rites 

 

 
 

And deck them looking bright 

Then feed them choicest grain and sweets 

And rest them for the night 

If only we could thank enough 

For natures gifts to life 

In birds and animals, trees and shrubs 

Instead of mindless strife 
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THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY 

 

Pope Pius XII established the feast of the Queenship of Mary in 1954. However, Mary’s 

Queenship also has roots in Scripture. At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that 

Mary’s Son would receive the throne of David and rule forever. At the Visitation, 

Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, Mary 

is closely associated with Jesus: Her Queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship. 

 

In the fourth century St. Ephrem called Mary “Lady” and “Queen.” Later Church fathers 

and doctors continued to use the title. Hymns of the 11th to 13th centuries address Mary 

as queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” “Hail, Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of Heaven.” 

 

This feast is a logical follow-up to the Assumption of Mary (celebrated on August 15) 

and is now celebrated on the octave day of that feast. In his 1954 encyclical To the 

Queen of Heaven, Pius XII pointed out that Mary deserves the title because she is 

Mother of God, because she is closely associated as the New Eve with Jesus’ redemptive 

work, because of her preeminent perfection and because of her intercessory power. 

 

 
 

It is fitting then that the Gospel text chosen for the feast is the Annunciation of the birth 

of the Lord to his mother. Through his mother and her courageous YES, Jesus became 

a human being. The point of the Annunciation is to stress that Jesus did not come down 

from heaven as an “avatar” but rather that in every sense of the word; he was totally and 

completely human. Another related point is that God “needs” the co-operation of human 

beings to complete the plans god has for the world. One of the most beautiful examples 

of co-operating with God is that of Mary and her unconditional Amen. 
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Mary though betrothed or engaged to Joseph, who was of David’s family, had not yet 

lived with him. This she would do only after marriage, which would be one year after 

the betrothal. The angel greets Mary as the recipient of God’s grace. She has opened 

herself to the promptings of God’s Spirit. While Zechariah was gripped with fear at the 

very appearance of the angel, in the case of Mary, it is the angel’s greeting that perplexed 

her. The angel reassures Mary and makes the announcement, not only of Jesus’ birth, 

but of who he will be and all that he will accomplish. 

 

In response to this announcement Mary, like Zechariah, asks a question. While both 

questions seem similar, it is clear that Zechariah’s question expressed doubt and asked 

for a sign, as is evident in the angel’s words before Zechariah is struck dumb. Mary’s 

question, on the other hand, is a question asked in faith. Mary did not question the truth 

of the revelation like Zechariah did. She asked only for enlightenment on how God 

would accomplish this wonderful deed. This will be accomplished in Mary through the 

work of God’s spirit. This is why the child will be called holy. Luke probably also 

intends to convey here that it is not merit on Mary’s part that obtained for her what she 

received, but God’s generous gift in the Spirit. 

 

The evidence that what the angel has announced will indeed take place is the pregnancy 

of Elizabeth, for nothing is impossible for God. Mary responds, not merely with a Yes, 

but by asking that the Lord work in her to accomplish all that he wants. The annunciation 

would not have been complete without Mary’s trusting, obedient response. 

 

Today, many assume that those whom God favours will enjoy the things we equate with 

a good life: social standing, wealth, and good health. Yet Mary, God’s favoured one, 

was blessed with having a child out of wedlock who would later be executed as a 

criminal. Acceptability, prosperity, and comfort have never been the essence of God’s 

blessing. The story is so familiar that we let its familiarity mask its scandal. Mary had 

been chosen, “favoured,” to have an important part in God’s plan to bring salvation to 

God’s people, but it is unthinkable that God would have forced Mary to have the child 

against her will. Mary is an important example, therefore, of one who is obedient to God 

even at great risk to self. 

 

The celabration of the Queenship of Mary is a call and challenge to each one of us, that 

we, too, like Mary, might be able to say , “Let it be done to me according to your word” 

to all that God wants to do in our lives. It is a challenge to be open and receptive to the 

Spirit of God, so that we, too, might be able to give birth to the Saviour in our hearts. 

 

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ 

August 2025 

Click on the link if you would like to listen to my homily on the Queenship of Mary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8FIL4iTwKI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8FIL4iTwKI
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Feast of Gratitude to Animals that Help Agriculture 

It is a happy, homely Feast 

When mingling with our kine 

Not cracking whips extracting work 

But with many a kindly sign 

 

We bless them with our homely rites 

And spruce them up so bright 

Then feed them choicest grain and sweets 

And rest them for the night 

 

If only we could thank enough 

For natures gifts to life 

In animals, trees, birds and bees 

Instead of mindless strife 
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आख्रिवासी ख्रिन ख्रवशेष!! 

खरा ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरी:  जननायक ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा!!  वेन्सी ख्रडिेलो. 

िहािारतातील एकलव्याच्या अिर, स्फ तीिायक कहाणी नुंतर आख्रिवासी िाुंधव हे १९व्या 

शतकाच्या उत्तराधागतील झारखुंडच्या २५ वषीय ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा ह्या य वकाला आपला ख्रिशािशगक 

प्रवक्ता ख्रन आपले आिशग स्फ तीस्थान िानतात.  

ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा हे जिगन कॅथोख्रलक ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरी ुंनी तयार केलेले नेते होते का? ख्रिस्ती तत्वज्ञानाच्या 

सत्य ख्रन न्यायाचे आर्ळे रसायन होते का? येशूच्या अख्रहुंसा ख्रसद्धाुंताचा तो प रस्कताग होता का? त्या 

काळच्या परिेशी शासनाचा आख्रिवासी वरील ज लूि त्याने जवळून अन िवला होता. म्हणून 

ख्रिरसाने धिागने ख्रिस्ती असलेल्या इुंग्रजाुंख्रवरुद्ध स्वहाती ख्रहुंसक तीरकिान घेतली होती. असे ख्रिरसा 

ि ुंडा का वार्ला...??? 

तर त्याुंचे उत्तर असे की...   

त्याुंचे वडील स र्न ि ुंडा हे झारखुंड ख्रिशन िधील जिगन ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरी ुंचे एक धिगप्रचारक होते. 

प ढे ते प ढील इशज्ञान अभ्यासासाठी जिगनीत रे्ले. आख्रण जिगन िाषेत त्याुंनी तेथे सिता, स्वातुंत्र्य, 

िुंध ता, एकता, न्याय, पे्रि, िया, क्षिा, शाुंती ह्या येशू िूल्याुंचा अभ्यास करून धिगप्रचार केला. 

ख्रिस्ताच्या ख्रशकवणूकीने त्याने आख्रिवासीतील ख्रहुंसक अुंधश्रद्धा िूर केल्या. तेथील आख्रि अख्रनष्ठ 

रुढी प्रथाुंना आळा घातला. 

अशा ख्रिस्ती क ट ुंिातील सुंस्कारात जन्म घेतलेले ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा व त्याुंचा िाऊ जिगन ख्रिशनरी 

वसतीरृ्हातील शाळेत ख्रशकत होते. परुंत  शाळेत तरुणपणीच ख्रिरसाला 

ख्रिशनरीची जीवन पद्धती िावली नाही. येशूचा धिग आख्रण ख्रिशनरीची वार्णूक ह्यात त्याला िरीचशी 

तफावत आढळली. त्या िोन िावाुंनी ख्रिशन शाळा सोडली. तेव्हा ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा अवघा वीस वषाांचा 

होता. 

त्यावेळी इुंग्रज राज्यकते होते. त्याुंनी 

आख्रिवासी ुंचा ज्या वनजख्रिनीवर कब्जा होता. त्या जख्रिनीवर सरकारी कब्जा ख्रिळवण्याचा ख्रिख्रटश 

शासनकत्यागनी सपाटा लावला होता. ख्रिख्रटशाुंच्या ह्या िनिानी कारिारी वृत्तीि ळे जल, जुंर्ल, 

जिीन, वनराई ख्रप्रय असलेल्या एकख्रनष्ठ आख्रिवासी ुंच्या अस्मितेला िोठा धक्का िसला.  तडा रे्ला. 

त्याुंचा ि िगम्य सुंसृ्कती स्वाख्रििान ि खावला रे्ला.  
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आधीच सावकाराुंनी वेठीस धरलेल्या िीन ख्रपडीत आख्रिवासी ुंवर आता ख्रिख्रटश राज्यकतेही 

जिरिस्तीने आपली ख्रनघृगण सावकारी, कर रुपात लाित होते. आख्रण ख्रिस्ती ख्रिटीश ख्रिशनरी ुंचा 

ह्या ज लिी सते्तला न कळत आशीवागि होता. पाठी ुंिा होता... 

तशात सारे इुंग्रज स्वताला येशू ख्रिस्ताचे 

अन यायी िानत होते. तसे सिाजात, चचेसिधे्य ख्रिरवतही होते. आख्रण िाहेर िात्र प्रत्यक्षात 

आख्रिवासी ुंवर ज ल ि, अन्याय, अत्याचार करीत होते. ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा ह्या आख्रिवासी य वकाला  येशू 

अन यायाुंच्या ह्या ि टप्पी वार्ण्यातील ख्रवसुंर्तीने ग्रासले होते. तो अस्वस्थ झाला.  

ख्रशख्रक्षत ख्रिरसाने र्ावात ख्रिख्रटशाुंख्रवरुद्ध  तसेच ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरीच्या धिग जिरिस्ती ख्रवरोधी य वकाुंची 

फळी उिारली. आख्रण एकाच वेळी धाख्रिगक व राजकीय ख्रवरोधी चळवळ उिारली. न्यायासाठी 

िुंडाचे रणख्रशुंर् फ ुं कले. 

स्वातुंत्र्य, सत्य, न्याय िानवी हक्क ही िायिलातील िूले्य तसेच येशूचे साहस घेऊन हे य वक ज लिी 

ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरी व राज्यकत्याां सते्तख्रवरुद्ध आख्रण राजवटी ख्रवरोधी लढू लार्ले.  

"राणीचे राज्य जावो. आख्रिवासी िेवराज्य येवो." असा ि लुंि नारा ख्रिला. 

हे िुंडाचे लोण िघता िघता िारतिर ख्रवशेषतः  आख्रिवासी िहुल िार्ात जोिाने वणव्यार्त पेटले. 

िेशिर सवगिूर पसरले. पररणािी ख्रिटीशाुंनी ख्रिरसा व त्याुंच्या साथीिाराुंना ख्रशताफीने अटक केली. 

कैिेत डाुंिले. 

त्यातच त रुुं र्ात तरूण ख्रिरसाचा अवघ्या वयाच्या पुंचख्रवसाव्या वषी सुंशयास्पि िृतू्य झाला. आख्रण 

तेथून हे आुंिोलन अख्रधकच पेटले. ही चळवळ अख्रधकच ख्रचघळली. फोफावली. आर्ीचा पोत 

आकाशाला ख्रिडला. चळवळ अख्रततीव्र ज्वालाग्राही िनली.  

जे ख्रिस्ती ख्रिशनरी येशूची सत्य पे्रिाची ख्रशकवण िानतात. आख्रण प्रत्यक्षात ज लिी सते्तसाठी कृतीत 

िात्र येशू ख्रशकवणीच्या ख्रवरुद्ध वार्तात. ह्या अशा ख्रिस्ती धिीयाुंच्या ि टप्पी व ख्रवख्रक्षप्त वार्ण्याि ळे 

ख्रिस्ती आख्रिवासी त्याकाळी अख्रधकच पेटून उठले होते.  

चचगिधून ख्रिशनरी सितेचा सुंिेश िेतात. िात्र ख्रनष्ठा इुंग्रजाुंच्या ज लिी राजवटी कडे. सते्तकडे. हे 

आख्रिवासी ुं तरुणाुंना रुचत नव्हते. म्हणून ख्रिरसाने धाख्रिगक आख्रण राजकीय सते्तख्रवरुद्ध एकाच वेळी 

लढा उिारला. 

साुंप्रिाख्रयक सनातनी आख्रण पारुंपररक ख्रशकवणीसह "धिागपख्रलकडचाही धिग" जर्णारे काही 

असािी असतात. त्याुंना धिागची लेिले ख्रचकटत नसतात. ते सवगस्वी सवाांचे, साऱ्या िानवजातीचे 

होऊन जातात. वीर ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा ह्या िुंडळीतील िोडतात. आख्रण साऱ्या जर्िरात आख्रिवासी ुंचे नेते 

िनून जातात.  
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म्हणून १८७५ िधे्य झारखुंड येथे जन्मलेले ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा ह्याुंच्या नावे जार्ख्रतक सुंय क्त राष्ट्र ीय पररषिेत 

(यूएन) ९ ऑर्स्ट १९९४ रोजी *"९ऑर्स्ट” हा "आुंतरराष्ट्र ीय ख्रवश्व आख्रिवासी ख्रिन" साजरा 

करण्याचा ठराव पास करण्यात आला. 

ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा सारखी िाणसे त्या त्या सिाजात ठसा उिटवून जातात. परुंत    सिाज त्या ख्रिवुंर्त 

नेत्याुंचे इतके िैवतीकरण, उिात्तीकरण, र्ौरवीकरण करतात. की त्याुंच्या िूळ िानवतावािी िूल्य 

ख्रशकवणीचा त्याुंना ख्रवसर पडून िाजारीकरण स रू होते. त्या ख्रवशेष ख्रिवशी िानवी हक्काुंसाठीचे 

जारृ्ती प्रिोधन करण्याचे सोडून त्याला सण, सोहळे, नाचर्ाणी, उत्सवाचेच अख्रधक स्वरूप प्राप्त 

होते. असेच आज घडताना ख्रिसते आहे. 

आज आपण पहाणार ख्रिरसा ि ुंडाच्या नावे साजरा होणाऱ्या ह्या *९ ऑर्स्ट ह्या जार्ख्रतक आख्रिवासी 

ख्रिनी. जार्ोजार्ी िोठिोठाली होख्रडांग्ज िोडग  लावलेली. त्यावरील एकलव्य आख्रण ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा सोित 

आख्रिवाशी ुंवर ज लूि करणारे. त्याुंच्या जल, जुंर्ल जख्रिनीवर अिान ष कब्जा करणाऱ्या आजच्या 

धूतग नेत्याुंचे, व्यापाऱ्याुंचे, उद्योर्पतीचे फोटो आपण सोित पहाणार आहोत. त्याुंच्या सोित 

आिीवासी य वकाुंचे फोटोही.... कारण हे िव्य होख्रडांग्ज ह्याच ज लिी राजवटीच्या नेत्याुंनी स्पाॅॅन्ससग 

म्हणून प्रायोख्रजत केलेले असतात. हे ह्या धूुंििती िस्तीच्या जर्ात िूल्याुंचा ख्रवसर पडलेले कोठले 

आख्रिवासी य वक लक्षात घेतात?  

हे सवगच सिाजाच्या ख्रिवुंर्त नेत्याुंच्या जयुंती ियुंतीला घडत असते. म्हणून अशा नेत्याुंच्या नख्रशिी 

िरणा ऐवजी िरण िोन वेळा घडत असते. एकिा त्याुंच्या िारेकऱ्याुंकडून नुंतर िृतू्यपश्चात त्याुंच्या 

िक्ताुंकडून. ते िक्त अन यायी ख्रिवुंर्त नेत्याुंच्या पूजेअचेत सत्य न्यायाची अन्यायाख्रवरुद्ध लढण्याची 

ख्रशकवण िात्र ख्रवसरलेले असतात.  

पृथ्वी प्रर्त झाली. वेळोवेळी उत्क्ाुंत होत राख्रहली. िरम्यानच्या काळात प्रर्त िाणसाुंकडून 

ख्रवकासाच्या नावाने वस ुंधरा िरीचशी ओरिाडूनही घेतली रे्ली.  िात्र जल, जुंर्ल, जिीन, पवगत 

ख्रप्रय असलेला सुंयिी आख्रिवासी पृथ्वीशी इिान राखून राख्रहला. िूिातेला आई िानून ख्रतची िशार्त 

करीत राख्रहला. ख्रतच्या सुंवधगनाथग लढला. प्राणही िेता झाला. त्यापैकीच हा हुतात्मा ख्रिरसा ि ुंडा...  

जय जोहार. जय हो! जय हो!! जय जय हो!!! जय आख्रिवासी. 🙏✊🙏 
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स्वातुंत्र्यख्रिन ख्रवशेष!! ि द्ध ख्रिस्त याुंना अख्रिपे्रत स्वातुंत्र्य!!  वेन्सी ख्रडिेलो. 

आज आपण आपल्या िारत िेशाचा ७८ वा स्वातुंत्र्यख्रिन साजरा करीत आहोत. ज्याुंनी ह्या 

स्वातुंत्र्यलढ्यासाठी श्रि घेतले नाहीत आख्रण कधी खस्ता खाल्या नाहीत. ते आज सते्तचा िनि राि 

उपिोर् घेत आहेत. स्वातुंत्र्य आस्वािण्याऐवजी हावरेपणाने ते ख्रर्ळण्यास त टून पडले आहेत. 

स्वतः ला अख्रत श द्ध धाख्रिगक सिजणाऱ्या ह्या छद्मी राज्यकत्याांना ि द्ध ख्रिस्ताला अख्रिपे्रत स्वातुंत्र्याचा 

खरा अथग सिजला आहे का? की केवळ सत्तािोर् उपिोर्ण्यासाठीचा हा स्वाथी खेळ चालू आहे? 

जर्ातील िेशाुंचे स्वातुंत्र्य म्हणजे केवळ राजकीय ख्रकुं वा सािाख्रजक आख्रथगक स धारणािाितचे 

स्वातुंत्र्य एवढेच ते ियागख्रित नवे्ह. ते हवेच आहे. त्या सोित िेशाच्या सिग्र ि क्तीसाठीचे आस्मत्मक 

व अुंतः करणाचे ख्रनकोप स्वातुंत्र्य यावरही िर ध्यायला हवा. तो िर आजचे स्वाथी सते्तसाठीचे 

िेशातील पाशवी राज्यकते िोठ्या क्ल प्तीने ि त्सद्दीने आख्रण अक्कल हुशारी चात यागने ख्रन ज िल्याने 

होऊ िेत नाहीत. आख्रण रयतेचे लक्ष इतरत्र ि सरीकडे िरकटख्रवण्याचा हेत प रस्सर ज िला खेळत 

रहाताना ख्रिसत आहेत. 

म्हणूनच ि द्ध, ख्रिस्त आख्रण र्ाुंधी याुंना अख्रिपे्रत स्वातुंत्र्य हा असाच एक सिग्र िहत्वपूणग आख्रण 

ख्रचुंतनशील ख्रवषय आहे. 

जो जोपासण्यास जर्ातील िौख्रतक िेश 

किी पडत आहेत. ख्रकुं वा रयतेला जोपासू िेत नाहीत. 

म्हणूनच र्ावार्ावात आपापसातील िाुंडणे. िेशोिेशी लढाया. धिागधिागतील दे्वष, जातीिेि, धिाांधता 

झ ुंडी, हत्या आख्रि आपण आज अन िवत आहोत. 

म्हणूनचआपण आजच्या कलीय र्ात ि द्ध आख्रण ख्रिस्त या िोघाुंच्या दृष्ट्ीकोनातून अख्रिपे्रत 

स्वातुंत्र्याचा ि क्तीचा खरा अथग शोधून सिजून आत्मसात करता येईल का? ते पाहूयात.... 

ि द्धाुंनी साुंख्रर्तले की तृष्णा, लोि, िोह, रार्, दे्वष, िेििाव यापासून ि क्ती म्हणजे खरे आुंतररक, 

सािाख्रजक, राजकीय िौख्रतक स्वातुंत्र्य. स्वतुंत्र ि क्त ख्रववेकी ख्रवचार (Self-enlightenment) 'आप्प 

िीपो िव' म्हणजेच 'स्वताचा ख्रिवा िना'. आत्मख्रनिगय िना. अुंधश्रदे्धपासून िूर रहा. स्वता ख्रवचार 

करा. ख्रववेकी िना. खरे स्वातुंत्र्य म्हणजे जात धिग वणगव्यवसे्थला ख्रवरोध करीत िूद्धाुंनी साुंख्रर्तले की 

सवग िानव सिान आहेत. खरे स्वातुंत्र्य म्हणजे सितेसाठी झर्डणे होय 

येशू ख्रिस्त म्हणत " The truth will set you free" सत्य त म्हाला ि क्त करील. 
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आख्रण सत्य व पे्रि हाच ईश्वर आहे. खरे स्वातुंत्र्य हे पे्रि व सत्यात आहे. दे्वष ख्रन सते्तत नाही. येशू 

म्हणतो अहुंकार ख्रन सूड िावनेपासून ि क्ती म्हणजे खरे स्वातुंत्र्य. आख्रण ते क्षिा केल्यानेच ख्रिळते. 

स्वच्छ अुंतकरणातूनच ख्रिळते. िेव हा फक्त िेवळात नाही. तो त िच्यात आहे. त्याि ळे धाख्रिगक 

िुंधनाऐवजी पे्रि, िया, क्षिा, सेवा आख्रण एकिेकाुंवरील ख्रवश्वास वाढला. म्हणजे तृष्णा, आसक्ती, 

पाप, सूडिाव किी होईल. आख्रण त म्ही ि क्त व्हाल. 

र्ाुंधी ुंनी िेशाच्या राजकीय आख्रण सािाख्रजक स्वातुंत्र्याच्या लढ्यासोित  

अुंतः करणातील स्वातुंत्र्यासाठी सिाज श द्धीकरणासाठी ही ि द्ध, ख्रिस्त, र्ीतेला अख्रिपे्रत ख्रशकवण 

ख्रिली. िात्र िेशाच्या राजकीय, सािाख्रजक, आख्रथगक, धाख्रिगक स्वातुंत्र्याच्या र्तेत जनता ही आुंतररक 

िनातील ि क्ती ख्रवसरली. हे ि िेव.  

ि द्ध येशूची श ि-वाताग ही स्वातुंत्र्य, स्वराज्य, स राज्य आख्रण स्वधिग ओळखण्यासाठी आख्रण तसे राज्य 

स्थापन करण्यासाठी आहे.  त्याुंच्यािते  

प्रते्यक िाणसाच्या आत ईश्वराचा अुंश वास करीत असतो. हे ि द्ध ख्रिस्ताने आपल्या जीवन साधनेने 

आख्रण पे्रि करूणेच्या  ख्रशकवणीने िाणसाला जर्ाला िाखवून ख्रिले आहे. 

त्याुंच्या ख्रशकवणीन सार सारे अनथग कशाि ळे उद्भवतात? तर िन ष्य हा आपले जीवन म्हणजे केवळ 

शरीराचे जीवन सिजतो. ईश्वरी अुंशाचे ईश्वरी चेतनेचे सिजत नाही. म्हणूनच आपापसातील 

िाुंडणे, िेशािेशातील य दे्ध 

जीवाची तळिळ, घालिेल, अस्वस्थता आख्रण त्यातून िरणाचे िय.... 

ईश्वरी अुंश म्हणजे पे्रि ख्रन सत्य. आख्रण पे्रि व सत्य हे प्रते्यकाच्या हृियात वास करीत असते. ते 

ओळखण्यासाठी साधना तपश्चयाग, त्यार् ख्रन सेवा हवी. 

जेव्हा लोक ह्या ईश्वरी अुंशाला चेतनेला पे्रिाला ख्रन सत्याला सिजू उिजू आख्रण आत्मसात करतील 

तेव्हा सारी िाुंडणे ख्रिटतील, तळिळ शिेल, आख्रण िरणाचे िय राहणार नाही.  

प्रते्यक जण आपल्या कररता श ि इच्छीत असतो. आख्रण ि द्ध ख्रिस्त िोहोुंची ही ख्रशकवण िाणसाला 

हे िाखवून िेते की श ि हे पे्रि सत्य ख्रन सेवा त्यानेच लाित असते. आख्रण सर्ळ्ाुंना लािू शकते. 

म्हणून अशा ख्रशकवणीला "स वाताग" म्हटले आहे. 

स्वातुंत्र्य, सिता, िुंध ता, एकता, न्यायाचे स्वातुंत्र्य हवे असेल तर आधी राजकीय सािाख्रजक धाख्रिगक 

नेत्याुंनी आख्रण लोकाुंनी आपले जीवन पालटले पाख्रहजे. 

केवळ सत्ता, िानसन्मान ह्यासाठी नवे्ह. ख्रवख्रशष्ट् स्वाथी धिाांध अजुंडा, ख्रवषय, हेत  रािख्रवण्यासाठी, 

लािण्यासाठीही नवे्ह... 
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तर स्वताच्या आस्मत्मक चेतनेला स ख, शाुंती, सिाधान, आनुंि िेणारे जीवन अुंख्रर्कारायला, 

आस्वािायला हवे.  

तर िर् िानवी िेहाने पूणग ख्रन सिग्र स्वातुंत्र्यासाठी ि द्धी ख्रन िन ह्याुंचा सिन्वय कसा साधावा? ह्याचे 

उत्तर ख्रन स्पष्ट्ीकरणही हे िोन प्रवके्त िेतात.... 

"ईश्वरी अुंशाने श द्ध िनाने जर्णे म्हणजे काय? येशू म्हणे, " ईश्वरी अुंशाने चेतनेने श द्ध होणे म्हणजे 

प्रते्यकाने आपल्या शरीरासाठी न जर्ता आत्म्यासाठी म्हणजेच जीवन चेतनेसाठी जर्णे. म्हणून 

लोक तसे वार्ले तर खात्रीने िेवाला अख्रिपे्रत सिता िुंध ता एकता न्याय पे्रि िया क्षिा सेवेचे पूणग 

सिग्र स्वातुंत्र्याचे राज्य येईल. आख्रण राजकीय सािाख्रजक स्वातुंत्र्य स कर होईल." 

परुंत  ि िैवाने तसे होताना ख्रिसत नाही. आजचे जार्ख्रतक ख्रन राष्ट्र ीय राज्यकते धाख्रिगक आख्रण 

सिाजकते लोकख्रहत साधताना ते सारे आपल्या शरीराचे चोचले प रख्रवण्यात िग्न आहेत. खरे अुंत: 

िागह्य स्वातुंत्र्य रयतेला िेण्यापासून ते 

अनेक योजने िूर आहेत. म्हणूनच िेशात 

सते्तसाठी िाुंडणतुंटे, धाख्रिगक िेििावाचे ज िले िखेडे होताना ख्रिसत आहेत. आज आपला िारत 

िेश लोकशाही, सुंख्रवधान ख्रन स्वातुंत्र्यात असल्याचे िोलले जात असले तरी हे स्वातुंत्र्य िूठिर 

लोकच ऐख्रहक स्वातुंत्र्य म्हणून त्याचा लाि घेत आहेत. िहुसुंख्य जनता िात्र आजही पारतुंत्र्यातच 

आहे. नावाप रता स्वातुंत्र्यात असून ती आजही सािाख्रजक, राजकीय, धाख्रिगक, आख्रथगक, शैक्षख्रणक, 

वैद्यकीय आख्रि के्षत्रात पारतुंत्र्यच अन िवत आहे. 

ि द्ध ख्रन ख्रिस्ताला अख्रिपे्रत िेवराज्य रािराज्य येईल तेव्हाच खऱ्या अथागने पे्रिाचे सत्याचे न्यायाचे 

स्वातुंत्र्य आपण अन िवणार आहोत.... िोन अडीच हजार वषाांपूवीचा हा िानवी स्वातुंत्र्यलढ्या 

िाितचा ख्रवचार इथल्या ख्रपुंपळ पानावर ख्रन इस्त्रायलच्या वधस्तुंिावर ख्रवश्वाला तारणिायी ठरत 

आहे. आख्रण तो हा िोन प्रवक्त्ाुंचा प्रवास आपणा िानवास स कर आशािायी आख्रण स खाचा व्हावा 

ही आजच्या श िख्रिनी प्राथगना ख्रन अपेक्षा.... 
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पख्रवत्र िरीयेचे स्वर्गनयन!!  वेन्सी ख्रडिेलो. 

पख्रवत्र िारीया सुंिेह स्वर्ागत घेतली रे्ली हा कॅथोख्रलक धिीयाुंचा ख्रवश्वास आहे. िारीया िातेचे 

स्वर्गनयनाचा तसा उले्लख *िायिल िधे्य क ठे नाही. परुंत  ज न्या करारात तसा उले्लख आढळतो. 

ही अख्रधकृत ख्रशकवण (डाॅॅग्मा) पोप पायस िारावे ह्याुंनी १ नोवे्हिर १९५० साली प्रथि आणली. 

ह्याला तशी शास्त्रीय वैज्ञाख्रनक ख्रववेकी िैठक नाही. हा केवळ ख्रिस्ती ख्रवश्वासाचा िार् आहे. येशूच्या 

आईचे अख्रधकाख्रधक र्ौरवीकरण व्हावे. पख्रवत्र िरीयेच्या जीवन िूल्याुंकडे िाख्रवकाुंनी अख्रधकाख्रधक 

वळावे. आकख्रषगले जावे. ह्या अशा केवळ िावोत्कटतेने हा ख्रवश्वास आख्रण आशा िाख्रवकाुंना िेण्याचा 

पोपिहाशयाुंचा हेत  असावा. तो हा स्वर्गनयनाचा सणसोहळा जर्िरात १५ ऑर्स्ट रोजी साजरा 

केला जातो. 

जरी पख्रवत्र िररयेचे सुंिेह स्वर्ागत घेतले जाणे हे एक िीथ असले तरी पख्रवत्र िररयेवरील ख्रतची िानवी 

ख्रशकवण ख्रन ख्रतच्या जीवनिूल्याुंना धोका पोहचत नाही. ख्रतचे साहस, धैयग, आपल्या ि लाला येशू 

ख्रिस्ताला त्या धिाांध ख्रन भ्रष्ट् काळात प्रस्थाख्रपताुंख्रवरुद्ध क्ाुंती करण्यासाठी त्याुंच्या ख्रवरुद्ध लढा 

उिारण्यासाठी पे्रररत आख्रण प्रवृत करणे. येशूच्या िृतू्यनुंतर सारी ध रा आपल्या खाुंद्यावर घेऊन  

येशूच्या ियख्रित ख्रशष्यात प न्हा ख्रनिगय तेचा स्फ ख्रलुंर् चेतवणे. आख्रि धाडसी ख्रवषयीचा ख्रतचा आिर 

ख्रकुं चीतही किी होत नाही. तो कायि राहतोच. तो आिशग अख्रधकाख्रधक वाढत जातो.... 

जर्ातील अनेक स्त्रीया िररयेचा आिशग घेऊन लढल्या आहेत. लढत आहेत. रस्त्यावर उतरून लढा 

िेत आहेत. ख्रतच्यावरील िक्तीला कृती सेवेची जोड िेत आहेत. असुंख्य जोर्ीणी जर्ात िररयेकडे 

पाहून सेवेसाठी आपल्या त्यार्िय जीवनाच्या आहुती िेत आहेत. ख्रकते्यक रक्तसाक्षी तर 

ख्रकते्यकी ुंनी वतगन साक्षी िनून हे जर् स ुंिर िनख्रवण्याच्या प्रयत्नात नुंतर जर्ाचा ख्रनरोप घेतला आहे. 

पख्रवत्र िरीयेचे जीवन डोळ्ासिोर ठेवून ख्रचत्रकाराुंनी, ख्रशल्पकाराुंनी जीवनाचा अथग साुंर्णाऱ्या 

अनेक प्रख्रतकात्मक प्रख्रतिा िनवल्या आहेत. त्या पैकीच एक िररयेचे स्वर्गनयनाची प्रख्रतिा होय. 

अशा प्रख्रतिाुंचा हेत  एकच की त्यातून पे्ररणा घेऊन िाख्रवकाुंनी आपले जीवन सेवेसाठी चेतवावे. पख्रवत्र 

िरीयेने आपले उिे आय ष्य ि सऱ्याुंसाठी जर्ण्यात सेवा करण्यात घालवले आहे. ती िेवाला 

अख्रिपे्रत स्वर्ागचे राज्य इथेच ख्रनिागण करू पहात होती. जेथे ज्या राज्यात पे्रि िया क्षिा शाुंती सेवा 

स्वातुंत्र्य सिता िुंध ता एकता न्याय आख्रि िूले्य नाुंित असतील. आख्रण त्या ख्रतच्या िनातील स्वर्ागचे 

प्रख्रतक म्हणून पोप िहाशयाुंनी ख्रतला हा स्वर्ीय सणाचा िान िहाल केला असावा.  

स्वर्ागत घेतली रे्लेली येशूची आई पख्रवत्र िारीया अशी प्रख्रतिा जर्ात उिी केलेली  ही अद्वीतीय स्त्री 

कोण होती? आख्रण पख्रवत्र िरीयेचे स्वर्गनयन ही जरी िावोत्कट कल्पना आहे. तरी ती िहानच कशी 

आहे? ख्रतने आपल्या िूतलावरील जीवनातच स्वर्ग अन िवला. आख्रण िरण्याआधी जर्ात स्वर्ग 

ख्रनिागण करण्याचा आख्रण िानवी जीवन सास्मत्वक स ुंिर स र्ुंधी िनख्रवण्याचा प्रयत्न केला. येशूच्या 
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ख्रशकवणूकीन सार चालल्यास आपल्यालाही तो कसाख्रनिागण करता येईल. असे हे पख्रवत्र िरीयेचे 

जर्ासाठी अथगपूणग स ुंिर उिाहरण आहे 

पख्रवत्र िरीयेच्या नावे जार्ख्रतक चचग अनेक सण उत्सव सोहळे साजरे करते. १५ ऑर्स्टच्या ह्या 

सणानुंतर येशू िाता िारीया ख्रहच्या ८ सप्टेंिर रोजी साजरा होणाऱ्या जन्मोत्सवाची लर्िर् स रू होते. 

त्याची सवां तयारी करण्यासाठी आख्रण ह्या पख्रवत्र िातेच्या जीवन पैलूुंवर ख्रचुंतन िनन करण्यासाठी 

पूणग कॅथोख्रलक ख्रिस्ती सिाज ह्या १५ ऑर्स्टच्या ख्रतच्या उत्सवानुंतर काही ख्रिवसातच नविक्ती 

आयोख्रजत करीत असतो.  

त्यात जर्िरातील लाखो िक्त ह्या िक्तीत ख्रन ख्रतच्या जीवनिूल्याुंची पारायणे करण्यासाठी तसे 

जीवन जर्ण्यासाठी िक्तीत ख्रन सेवेत सहिार्ी होत असतात. 

आपल्या जीवनात पररवतगन घडून यावे म्हणून प्राथगना करीत असतात.  

आपल्या िेशातही ि ुंिईची "िाऊुं ट िेरी," िद्रासची "वेलुंकनी िाता", हरेर्ाव नर्रयेथील "हरेर्ावची 

िाता" आख्रि तीथगके्षते्र त्यासाठी प्रख्रसद्ध आहेत. 

ही िारीया खरी कोण होती? िानव कन्या होती की स्वर्ीय क िारीका? लौख्रकक की अलौख्रकक? 

अलौख्रकक होती तर ती िर् कशाि ळे? कशासाठी? अन् क णासाठी? होती. 

िारीया ही वृद्ध जोकीि अन्नाची कन्या होती. ज्याुंचा व्यवसाय िेंढरे वाढवून ती ख्रसनेर्ाॅॅर्िधील 

िाजारपेठेत जाऊन िेवाला अपगण करणाऱ्याुं िक्ताुंना ती ख्रवकण्याचा होता.  त्याुंच्या िालकीचा एक 

डोुंर्र होता. त्यावर चरणक रण होते. त्या ख्रहरव्यार्ार क रणात चरणाऱ्या कोवळ्ा कोकराुंना छोटी 

िारीया उराशी घेई. त्याुंचा साुंिाळ करी.  जाळीत अडकल्या र्ोुंडस र्ोड कोकराुंना सोडवून 

आणी. आजारी िेंढराुंची ख्रवशेष काळजी घेई. त्याुंच्या जखिा िाुंधी. आईवख्रडलाुंना त्याा़च्या 

व्यवसायात िित करी. त्यातून सुंवेिनशील िरीयेवर िया, िायेचे, पे्रिाचे उपजतच सुंस्कार होत. 

िानवी कन्या म्हणून िारीया घडत होती. अलौख्रककतेत वाढत होती. 

काय आहे हे िारीयेचे िहात्म्य आख्रण अलौख्रककपण? आख्रण ख्रतची िानवेतर आख्रण िानवतावािी 

ख्रवचाराुंची िैठक? ख्रनसर्ग पे्रिाची ख्रशकवण? काय आहेत पख्रवत्र िारीयेचे, येशू िातेचे स खी सिाधानी 

जीवनाख्रवषयीचे ख्रतने घालून ख्रिलेले िानवासाठीचे आिशग? अख्रद्वतीय जीवन पैलू? 

िावोत्कट िक्ताुंची एक परुंपरा आहे. िेव िेख्रवकाुंच्या नावे ते िोठे उत्सव साजरे करतात. सुंत 

िहुंताुंचा योग्य िानसन्मान करतात.  परुंत  ह्या सणास िीतून ख्रकती जणाुंचे पररवतगन होते? ख्रववेकाने 

सुंताुंची ख्रशकवण आचारली जाते? पख्रवत्र िाररया िाते ख्रवषयीही असेच घडत आहे का? तीथगके्षत्री 

श्रदे्धचे अवडुंिर िाजवले जाते का? ह्यावर ख्रववेकाने ख्रचख्रकत्सा होणे र्रजेचे आहे. िारीया खरी कोण 

होती? हे पहाणे र्रजेचे आहे. 

सत्य असे आहे की, सि्र् णी िारीयेला येशूची आई होण्याचा अुंतयागिी पैर्ाि ख्रिळताच. ख्रतच्या 

ि खातून जे पख्रहले ख्रवनयशील वाक्य िाहेर पडले ते असे की 
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िी िेवाची िासी आहे."  "िी एक सेख्रवका िाता आहे. हीच इच्छा सिैव िाझ्या अुंतयागिी नाुंिो. िारीया 

ही स्वतापेक्षा इतराुंसाठी अख्रधक जीवन जर्ली. म्हणूनच ख्रतच्या प त्राचे येशूचे चररत्र एका वाक्यात 

साुंर्ायचे झाल्यास... "He lived for others" तो ि सऱ्याुंसाठीच अख्रधक जर्ला. 

िारीयाने आई म्हणून येशूला जीवनाच्या सवगके्षत्रात सवाांर्ीण, सवगस्पशी, पररपूणग िाणूस असे घडवले. 

ख्रवधात्याने ख्रिलेली जिाििारी ख्रतने इतइतिारे एकख्रनष्ट्तेने प्रािाख्रणकपणे पार पाडली. ख्रतचे सेवेचे 

पाचारण ती दृढ ख्रनष्ठने जर्ली. 

एका िाळाची आई या नात्याने त्याला वाढवण्यासाठीची ख्रतची प्राथगना, िार्णे सवगसिावेशक होते. 

केवळ वैयस्मक्तक इस्मित, हेत  पूणग व्हावेत अशी ख्रतची इच्छा कधीच नव्हती. तर तीचे हेत  हे 

प्रािाख्रणक सिाजाख्रिि ख होते. िाझ्या आधी ि सरा असे होते. हे िारीया िक्ताने आधी लक्षात घेतले 

पाख्रहजे. 

सवगसािान्य िक्त परिेश्वराकडे आपली इस्मिते, हेत  िनोिावे अख्रिव्यक्त करीत असतात. त्या 

व्यक्तीर्त हेत ुंिधे्य आपला सुंसार स खाचा व्हावा. योग्य धनसुंपिा आपणास प्राप्त व्हावी. पाप 

ख्रविोचन व्हावे. सुंकट ख्रविोचन व्हावे. जीवनात भ्रष्ट्ाचार केला असेल तर तो पचख्रवता यावा. अटक 

टळावी. अवघड प्रसुंर्ाुंना तोुंड िेण्याचे धैयग लािावे. आपल्याला जीवनाच्या प्रते्यक के्षत्रात यशप्राप्ती 

व्हावी. क ट ुंिीयाुंना चाुंर्ल्या आरोग्याचा 

लाि व्हावा. अशा काही िोळ्ािािड्या आख्रण चत र िक्ताुंच्या तीथगके्षत्री स्वाथी ख्रन व्यक्तीर्त 

िार्ण्या असतात.  

िरीयेच्या प्राथगना िात्र ह्या सवगसिावेशक आहेत. सिाख्रजि ख लोकाख्रिि ख आहेत. 

सािाख्रजक इस्मिते ही वैयस्मक्तक स्वाथागच्या 

पलीकडची असतात. त्यात सवाांचे हीत, कल्याण अपेख्रक्षत असते. अशा हेतूिधे्य सिाजाच्या 

स खासाठी स्वताच्या स खाचा त्यार् करण्याची वृत्ती असते. जी िूले्य पख्रवत्र िारीयेने जीवनिर 

जोपासली. 

िारीया स्वतः  िूती पूजक नव्हती. तर िूतीिुंजक होती. ख्रतला िेवाचे िशगन ख्रजवुंत िाणसात घडे. 

िर्डिातीच्या िूतीत नवे्ह. प्रवचनकार  ख्रनरुपणकार तीथगके्षत्री िारीयेच्या र् णाुंचे र् णर्ान 

र्ाण्याऐवजी अशा शोख्रिवुंत स िक िर्डी िूतीचे र् णर्ान र्ाताना त्या िूतींचे वणगने ख्रन र्ीते र्ाताना 

ख्रिसतात.अशा ख्रतच्या िूतींची पूजा िाुंडणे हा िरीयेचा केवढा िोठा अपिान आहे हे िारावून 

रे्लेल्या िावोत्कट ज्ञानी ख्रन स ख्रशख्रक्षत िक्ताुंच्या लक्षातही येत नाही. िारीयेची िूतीपूजा करणे ही 

डोळस श्रद्धा कधीच असू शकत नाही.  

डोळस श्रदे्धतील िारीया आपल्याला क ठे िेटते? ती िेटते आिची आजी, आई, िख्रहणी, वख्रहनी 

आख्रिुंच्या रुपात.  हुुंड्यापायी सासरवासात छळ सहन करणारी सून. स नेच्या हाताखाली खस्ता 

खाणारी सासू. िारूड्या नवऱ्याची सोख्रशक िूक िायाग. ि लािाळाुंनी टाकून ख्रिलेली. आश्रिात 



33 
 

एकाकी अशू्र र्ाळणारी िाता. जख्रिनीच्या वािात ख्रिराकडून छळली जाणारी ख्रवधवा िावजय. ही 

सारी िारीयेची रुपे आहेत. 

आज प्रि षणाच्या अजर्राने पृथ्वीला जिरिस्त ख्रवळखा घातला आहे. आजच्या आनेक ििागनी ख्रवरा 

पयागवरण पे्रिी िाररयािाता िख्रर्नी आपल्या टाचेने ह्या अजर्राचे िस्तक ठेचून हा ख्रवळखा सोडवत 

आहेत. प्रयत्न करीत आहेत. पृथ्वीला िोकळा श्वास घेऊ िेत आहेत. अशा रणराख्रर्णीच्या ििागनी 

रुपात िारीया आज वास्तव्यास आहे... 

ि िैवाने इतर सवग उवगररत िक्तिुंडळी िावोत्कट श्रदे्धने ख्रिळेल त्या वाहानाने तीथगके्षत्री जाऊन र्िीत 

हरवली आहेत. 

"िारीया नक्की कोण होती?" तीचे त्याुंना िशगन घडावे. म्हणून हे प्रिोधन. १५ ऑर्स्ट ख्रिनी िेशाच्या 

स्वातुंत्र्य ख्रिनी ि क्तीच्या ह्या िेवतेचे िरण ख्रचुंतन होणे र्रजेचे आहे. 


