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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN AUGUST 2025

St. John Marie Vianney, also known as Curé d'Ars ("the parish priest of Ars" [a place in
France]) is the patron of Diocesan Priests. His feast day is celebrated on August 4. He
was born on May 8, 1976 and died on August 4, 1859 when he was 83 years old. He is
known for his priestly and pastoral work in his parish in Ars, France, resulting in the
radical spiritual transformation of the community and its surroundings. He lived a saintly
and mortified life. He persevered in the ministry of administering the sacrament of
reconciliation drawing thousands of people back to God. He was an ardent devotee of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.




Fr. Errol began the month of August with the second retreat to the diocesan priests of
the Vasai Diocese. Forty-seven priests made this retreat. It was held at Atmashodh
Darshan Kendra, Sandor, Vasai from August 3-8, 2025. All the priests got into the
Retreat from the first night. The movements of the Spirit were clearly visible. Since
many of these priests had been students of mine when they were seminarians and knew
me from their seminary days, it helped with their openness. It would not be an
exaggeration to say that every single one of them was touched by the Spirit in one way
or other.

The Jesuit team at the Shrine of the Infant Jesus conducted a two-day recollection
(August 9-10, 2025) for the youth from St. Anne’s Cathedral, Parish, Nashik Road, who
will soon be confirmed. Twenty-six youth attended this recollection. The feedback we
received was very positive. All of them said that the sessions were relevant and practical
and had helped in increasing their faith. The sessions also helped them with discernment
and facing the challenges they encounter as youth. They were going to choose the faith
not because their parents were Catholic, but because they wanted to be.
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On August 9, we celebrated International day of Indigenous Tribes or World Adivasi
Day. Frs Godfrey and Vincy who have spent many years living and working with these
tribes in various villages, have shared their experience in verse and prose in English and
Marathi respectively. The content is rich.

The Jesuit team at the Shrine successfully completed — with the grace of the Infant Jesus
and the intercession of Joseph and Mary — the 10" Residential Laity Retreat from August
15-17, 2025. Twenty-six participants from Nashik, Goa, Mumbai, Baroda and
Bangalore attended the Retreat. The feedback was extremely positive. Some of the
comments of the participants were as follows: “Fr. Errol you are truly one of a rare kind”.
“This Retreat was enlightening in more ways than one and opened my eyes to so many
things I did not know”. “The sessions were practical and the tips during the sessions can
be used in daily life”. “Scripture was made so easy to understand”. “Fr. Errol, you not
only know the Bible, but live it”.
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The school celebrated Independence Day with many relevant programmes put up by the
students. One which struck a chord with many was the UCHIQI, during which the
importance of protecting the environment through responsible use of water, electricity
and never wasting food. Fr. Bosco was the Chief Guest and hoisted the Natiuonal Flag.

He said a few words of encouragement and made an appeal for unity even in our
diversity.



ST. XAVIER'S SCHOOL




On August 22 this year we celebrated the Queenship of Mary and the agricultural festival
of Bedur or Pola. This is a festival celebrated in Maharashtra on the no moon day of the
Hindu month Shravana. Bullocks, traditionally who assist the farmer in his agricultural
work, are decorated and fed with special food. Fr. Godfrey has first hand of experience
of this and has nwritten two poems in connection with this festival.

We thank each of you profusely for your generosity to the Infant Jesus. Rest assured of
our constant prayers for you all. May the Infant Jesus bless you abundantly and may
Joseph and Mary keep interceding.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

August 2025



LEARNING BY DOING AND A LOT MORE LEARNING
OR
LEARNING FOR LIFE

The Principal of the ICSE Ms Estherrani Bansod, and her team of teachers, initiated a
new way of learning with the students of Grade 10. She used the four spaces of learning
- the classroom, the stage, the playground and the outside world - to teach the students
not only to learn by doing, but to learn collectively, creatively and joyfully and to learn
for life.

The students of Grade 10 were given the responsibility of organizing a “Canteen Day”
for the students of the whole school. They were divided into groups and were asked to
arrange to provide snacks which they would sell to the students of the school during the
short and long breaks. Their ideas were creative and original. These were some of the
items that were available on sale: Noodles, Samosa, Papdi Chat, Popcorn, Panipuri ,
Khakra Pizza, Japanese Bhel, Brownie, Dhokla, Chawli Chat, Choco pie Pudding and
Mojito. Some groups decided to ask their parents to make the snacks at home, other
approached professional vendors. The Principal and her team of teachers fixed the
selling price of the snacks and explained to the students that the profit margin ought not
to be exorbitant.

On the appointed day, at break-time, the students of Grade 10 took on the role of
professional vendors. The use of gloves ensured that hygiene was maintained. The
students of other grades, played the role of buyers. The sale was on. Since the rates of
the edibles were reasonable, all items were sold and much before the break was over.
Here already, a number of values were evident and learned. These were:

1. Team-work: Since the students were grouped in teams, they learned to distribute
the work that had to be done and divide responsibility.

2. Creativity: They put on their thinking caps in order to discern what snacks would
appeal to their companions.

3. Interacting with professionals and bargaining: Those who provided ready-made
snacks, learned to deal with professional vendors and bargain for a fair and
reasonable rate before they bought them.

4. Selling and Accounting: Some students who wanted to buy came in a group and
bought many items together. This helped the “vendor” students to be quick with
their hands to serve and with their minds to calculate the total.

5. Honesty: When dealing with money, there is the possibility of siphoning off a part
of the take. The students learned that team-work meant that they had to be honest
and committed to each other and to the team.



6. Justice and Fairness Before the Principal and teachers fixed the rates at which
snacks could be sold, they had a discussion with the students about the profit
margin. They taught them that while they needed to be rewarded for their efforts,
the monetary reward ought to be a reasonable and not exorbitant one.

7. Involvement of parents in the whole process of learning: The parents of the
students got involved from the word “Go”. This helped an interaction between
parents, teachers and students on a very informal platform.

Two of the many photographs taken have been shown to make reveal team-work,

enthusiasm on the part of the “buyer” students and maintenance of hygiene through the

use of gloves
py
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“Canteen Day” was a grand success and the students of Grade 10 were happy that their
companions from other classes enjoyed the day as much as they did. The added reason
for joy was that they had made a profit. This, however, was only one side of the story.

The story continues after the Principal congratulated the students, their parents and the
members of her team for their focus and dedication. She then informed them of her plans
on how, when and for whom the money was to be spent. Through this, she brought out
other values, by leading the students from the spaces in the school to the space of the
outside world.

There were options before the students on how the money they had earned would be
utilised. One was that it be distributed equally among the students. Another was that
each student be given back the capital he/she had invested and the profit be shared
among all equally.

The Principal invited the students to look outside of themselves not only spiritually, but
practically. One of the ways in which this “looking out” could be done was by visiting
an orphanage in which girls and boys of their age were housed. This would help them
relate better. Accordingly, a visit to Ashirwad Balsadan — a place which houses children
who are orphaned and abandoned - was arranged. From the moment they entered the
place and began to interact with the children there, a number of stark facts were driven
home. They realised how blessed they are to be in homes where they are cared for with
love. They also realised how they had parents and other loved ones to whom they could
turn to in case of need. They had a surplus of clothes and other things. They had their
own mobile phones which was paid for by their parents. Often, they had only to ask and
what they wanted — but may not have needed — was provided for them; This visit was
fruitful in more ways than one. When they interacted with the children in the orphanage,
they realised that the children there did not bemoan the fact that they were orphans. They
did not engage in self-pity or defeatism. Rather, they realised that BECAUSE they did
not have parents to guide them, and provide all their needs, they had to grow up faster
than required if they were to survive in the world. One girl narrated how when she had
to fill up her form for the Board Examinations she was unable to fill in the space of
Father and Mother because she had been abandoned as a baby and did not know who
her parents were. Her fellow-students began to make fun of and ridicule her. However,
she did not let their ridicule affect her. As a matter of fact, it helped her to realise that if
she had come this far without father and mother, she could keep on keeping on. This
visit brought home many realities to our students many of which are often taken for
granted.

1. Count your blessings: We ought to be so grateful for all the blessings we have.
Some of these are a stable home, parents who look after and love us, food that we
enjoy is prepared for us, a secure environment in which we can grow, no fear of
being ridiculed by others and peace of mind and heart.
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2. Use the challenges as spring-boards: We may see challenges in our lives as
obstacles/problems/difficulties/hurdles. We may also see them as spring-boards
from which we launch ourselves and fly far and high. We choose to always look
at the bright side of life and know that every challenge can be overcome with
perseverance and God’s grace.

3. Words cannot hurt: In the case of the girl who was ridiculed because she did not
know who her parents were, the students learnt that she was stronger than the
ridicule. This was why she did not let it get to her. She had accepted the fact a
long time ago. She knew WHO SHE WAS. She did not need to know who her
parents were.

—

The same outing included playing in a running stream. This too is part of life. The stream
reminded the students that all is temporary and passing. The Greek Philosopher
Heraclitus put it succinctly when he said “You cannot step into the same river twice,
because the river is not the same and you are not the same”. This means that change is
the only constant. Since this is reality, we must live by the motto, “Carpe Momentum”
which means “seize the moment”. On the one hand, life is too short for anything else
but to enjoy it fully and on the others hand, this moment is all we have.

12



The students were than taken for a scrumptious lunch. The buffet that was placed before
them was another opportunity to learn. The students were told that they could take as
much as they needed, but not to waste even a morsel. It gave them an opportunity to
discern their own limits. They had to know how much was enough. Having just
experienced what the orphan children go through and their meagre diet, they were awe-
struck with the variety displayed. Once again, they were reminded of the numerous
blessings they receive daily. All they could do at the end of the day was to offer prayers
of thanksgiving and gratitude.

Fr. Errol Fernandeé
August 2025
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF INDIGENOUS TRIBES OR
WORLD ADIVASI DAY

This world-wide Feast to celebrate the life of little and greater groups of people who live
closer to nature, in forests, on hillsides, near rivers and streams and generally work on
the land is observed as International Day of Indigenous Peoples on August 9 every year
thanks to the United Nations initiative to highlight the lives of such peoples.

In India there is a hesitation on the part of the Government to name such people as
Indigenous or Adivasi. The reason being India has such a diverse population that could
also be included in the understanding of the term Adivasi. Some in India therefore prefer
to refer to Adivasis as Vanvasi or “forest dwellers”. But the fact is that the Adivasi or
Tribal is a recognisable group with language and culture that has closer similarities to
such peoples all over the world. And as of now Adivasis or Tribals in India are a special
category under the Constitution.

Why are Adivasis or Tribals special? They are so because their culture, their
occupations, their languages have less changes over time than other sections of the
population. This makes them vulnerable to the peoples who have rapidly changed their
way of living or whose numbers dominate the political, economic and social systems for
their betterment.
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All over the world there is a realisation that Adivasis or Tribals need special protection
since their survival systems are threatened by the dominant groups that manage to
secure their welfare and in the process tend to subjugate or exploit other sections who
are not developed enough educationally, economically or socially to claim their rightful
share of progress in the country.

In India, the Government has accepted a special responsibility towards developing the
Adivasi or Tribal peoples. Educational and medical facilities, support for their
agriculture and farm animals, organisation of local self government and other ways are
tried out to raise the standard of living and to protect the way of life of the Adivasi
communities.

But there are powerful forces that try to exploit the condition of the Adivasis or Tribals.
Since Adivasis live close to the earth’s natural resources like forests, rivers, soil and its
mineral riches, these commercial forces would like to push the Adivasis out of their
lands to plunder their resources for narrow commercial profiteering. In the process they
will destroy the natural resources of the earth which are so necessary for life’s survival.
An enlightened society will try in every way to conserve the assets of the Adivasi or
Tribal community for its own self preservation.

In protecting Adivasi life and environment human society will preserve nature’s gifts of
God essential for life. For we shall always need clean water, pure air, oxygen breathing
forests, uncontaminated soil, animals and birds that enrich the ecosystem for human and
humane survival. Some say that the Adivasi way of life is the last chance for human
society to survive in an increasingly despoiled, exploited, and contaminated
environment. Adverse climate change, chemical pollution of the food chain, spread of
new diseases, overcrowding in cities and other threats to human well being will be held
in check if the Adivasis environment or habitat is protected.

15



For us Christians, care for the Adivasi is not a matter of charity alone. It is a mission to
people and through people to all creation. For if the Adivasi or Tribal can live in dignity,
with needs met without forfeiting nature, with possibilities of developing just like other
peoples of the nation and the world, we will be including more and more of God’s family
into the wellbeing of Heaven. And nature will be preserved and strengthened to offer its
vital richness for generations to survive.

What more can we do for Adivasi or Tribal development? And for the development of
nature’s wealth still left for us to nurture.
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THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR BLESSED MOTHER AND INDEPENDENCE DAY

On August 15 every year, we celebrate two related events. These are the Assumption of
our Blessed Mother and Independence Day. The reason why these events are related is
because they are both about Freedom. Independence is celebrated as freedom from
foreign rule and domination to self-rule and governance and the Assumption may be
seen as a freedom from this limited and incomplete life to the bliss of eternal and
perpetual life.

“The Magnificat” or Mary’s hymn of praise communicates a picture of Mary as
someone quite steeped in scripture. It reveals God primarily as a God of the poor. God
is the one who will vindicate the poor by removing the rich and mighty from their
positions and raising the lowly.

The hymn may be seen to be divided into four parts. The first part consists of praise to
God for what he has done in and for Mary; the second part speaks of God’s power,
holiness and mercy; the third part shows God acting as a Sovereign in reversing social
conditions in favor of the poor and downtrodden; and the fourth and final part recalls
God’s mercy and promises to Israel.

The hymn speaks of the effects of the Lord’s coming for all of God’s people. It begins
on a note of salvation as Mary acknowledges her dependence on God. It was the grace
of God that sustained and brought her to the position in which she finds herself. She has
not achieved anything on her own, it is all a gift of God and thus, Mary acknowledges
her humble state, referring to herself as God’s servant. She is to be called “blessed’
because God, in his mercy and goodness, had raised her to this level.




God has shown this mercy and goodness to the poor by showing the strength of his arm,
by scattering the proud, and deposing the powerful. The poor, on the other hand, have
been raised, and the hungry have been filled. God remembers not only those of old but
also the present generation. He is a God not only of the past, but also a God of the
present, the now.

The stress on God as a God primarily of the poor stands out in Mary’s hymn of praise.
In a world where the rich seem to be getting richer and the poor, poorer, one wonders
whether the Magnificat is a hymn that can make sense to the poor, to those of low degree.
Yet, it is important to remember that God’s ways are not our ways and so, the poor must,
in confidence, sing this song as their song. The confidence with which Mary sings this
song runs through the entire hymn. She uses past tense to denote God’s future actions,
thus expressing that God will indeed accomplish his will, and the poor will be
vindicated. What is important for the poor to realize is that they, like Mary, need to
continue to open themselves to all that God wants to do in them. They need to continue
to acknowledge their dependence on God by doing all that is required of them and then,
leaving the rest in his capable and strong hands.

Even as we do celebrate these events, we need to ask ourselves serious questions both
as Indians and Christians. Can we be really free when caste distinctions result in murder
and rape? Can we be really free when freedom to speak the truth is met with physical
violence and threat to life? Can we be free when the incidence of female foeticide is so
high in our country and where in many places the girl child is seen as a liability and
burden rather than a blessing? Can we be really free when we are so intent on destroying
our natural resources for selfish ends and then have to wonder whether we will have
enough rain to see us through the year? Can we call ourselves Christians when we will
not do anything about these atrocities and continue with our lives as if it does not concern
us?

Are we really free? Are we truly Christian?

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

Click on the link if you want to hear my homily on The Sassumption and Independence
Day https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJCNgGUKUTE
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FREEDOM

GODFREY D’LIMA SJ
Mary rose to fullest freedom
From what corrupts like death
For you and me what’s freedom now
While still with human breath
Is it the freedom India won
when foreign rule was ended
And masses hoped for better times
With varied hopes so blended
Or is it freedom for the few
Who have the means and power?
To dominate the rest of us
And have us cringe and cower

Like Mary may our freedom grow
To fill our dreams to dare
To make a change for India so
All peoples have their share
Then Mary’s rise charged by her Son

Will be our rising too

And with us will all peoples rise
To build a world anew
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POLA — Feast of Gratitude to Animals that Help Agriculture

It is a happy, merry Feast
When mingling with our bovines
Not with the whip extracting work

But with tasteful, grateful signs
We bless them with our homely rites

And deck them looking bright
Then feed them choicest grain and sweets
And rest them for the night
If only we could thank enough
For natures gifts to life
In birds and animals, trees and shrubs
Instead of mindless strife

20



THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY

Pope Pius XII established the feast of the Queenship of Mary in 1954. However, Mary’s
Queenship also has roots in Scripture. At the Annunciation, Gabriel announced that
Mary’s Son would receive the throne of David and rule forever. At the Visitation,
Elizabeth calls Mary “mother of my Lord.” As in all the mysteries of Mary’s life, Mary
is closely associated with Jesus: Her Queenship is a share in Jesus’ kingship.

In the fourth century St. Ephrem called Mary “Lady” and “Queen.” Later Church fathers
and doctors continued to use the title. Hymns of the 11" to 13" centuries address Mary
as queen: “Hail, Holy Queen,” “Hail, Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of Heaven.”

This feast is a logical follow-up to the Assumption of Mary (celebrated on August 15)
and is now celebrated on the octave day of that feast. In his 1954 encyclical To the
Queen of Heaven, Pius XII pointed out that Mary deserves the title because she is
Mother of God, because she is closely associated as the New Eve with Jesus’ redemptive
work, because of her preeminent perfection and because of her intercessory power.

e -
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It is fitting then that the Gospel text chosen for the feast is the Annunciation of the birth
of the Lord to his mother. Through his mother and her courageous YES, Jesus became
a human being. The point of the Annunciation is to stress that Jesus did not come down
from heaven as an “avatar” but rather that in every sense of the word; he was totally and
completely human. Another related point is that God “needs” the co-operation of human
beings to complete the plans god has for the world. One of the most beautiful examples
of co-operating with God is that of Mary and her unconditional Amen.
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Mary though betrothed or engaged to Joseph, who was of David’s family, had not yet
lived with him. This she would do only after marriage, which would be one year after
the betrothal. The angel greets Mary as the recipient of God’s grace. She has opened
herself to the promptings of God’s Spirit. While Zechariah was gripped with fear at the
very appearance of the angel, in the case of Mary, it is the angel’s greeting that perplexed
her. The angel reassures Mary and makes the announcement, not only of Jesus’ birth,
but of who he will be and all that he will accomplish.

In response to this announcement Mary, like Zechariah, asks a question. While both
questions seem similar, it is clear that Zechariah’s question expressed doubt and asked
for a sign, as is evident in the angel’s words before Zechariah is struck dumb. Mary’s
question, on the other hand, is a question asked in faith. Mary did not question the truth
of the revelation like Zechariah did. She asked only for enlightenment on how God
would accomplish this wonderful deed. This will be accomplished in Mary through the
work of God’s spirit. This is why the child will be called holy. Luke probably also
intends to convey here that it is not merit on Mary’s part that obtained for her what she
received, but God’s generous gift in the Spirit.

The evidence that what the angel has announced will indeed take place is the pregnancy
of Elizabeth, for nothing is impossible for God. Mary responds, not merely with a Yes,
but by asking that the Lord work in her to accomplish all that he wants. The annunciation
would not have been complete without Mary’s trusting, obedient response.

Today, many assume that those whom God favours will enjoy the things we equate with
a good life: social standing, wealth, and good health. Yet Mary, God’s favoured one,
was blessed with having a child out of wedlock who would later be executed as a
criminal. Acceptability, prosperity, and comfort have never been the essence of God’s
blessing. The story is so familiar that we let its familiarity mask its scandal. Mary had
been chosen, “favoured,” to have an important part in God’s plan to bring salvation to
God’s people, but it is unthinkable that God would have forced Mary to have the child
against her will. Mary is an important example, therefore, of one who is obedient to God
even at great risk to self.

The celabration of the Queenship of Mary is a call and challenge to each one of us, that
we, too, like Mary, might be able to say , “Let it be done to me according to your word”
to all that God wants to do in our lives. It is a challenge to be open and receptive to the
Spirit of God, so that we, too, might be able to give birth to the Saviour in our hearts.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

August 2025

Click on the link if you would like to listen to my homily on the Queenship of Mary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8FIL4iTwKI
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Feast of Gratitude to Animals that Help Agriculture

It is a happy, homely Feast
When mingling with our kine
Not cracking whips extracting work
But with many a kindly sign

We bless them with our homely rites
And spruce them up so bright
Then feed them choicest grain and sweets
And rest them for the night

If only we could thank enough
For natures gifts to life
In animals, trees, birds and bees
Instead of mindless strife
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