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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN DECEMBER 2025

Christmas at the Shrine is incomplete without our regular Christmas party for special groups.
For the last three years, we have been having a Christmas party for especially abled children
from a nearby school. This year there were 150 children, not counting their teachers and
minders. We began the programme at 11.30 am. We welcomed them with a soft drink and
some snacks. It is usual for the host to entertain the guests. However, in the case of our special
guesta, it was they who entertained us with their music, skits and other skills. Bishop Emeritus
Lourdes Daniel was present from the beginning of the programme until the end and enjoyed
every moment. We ended with lunch. Each child was given a take-away gift and they went
back with broader smiles than the ones they had come with it. The enthusiasm, childlikeness
and innocence of the children was indeed a sight to behold.
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The newspapers and TV News Channels reported this event as they do many of the events
that we conduct at the Shrine. (Kindly click on the link for one of the ZTV reports
https://youtu.be/FAce4f0Z_C8?si=MOADndXxHZ-IgoDn)
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https://youtu.be/FAce4f0Z_C8?si=MOADndXxHZ-lqoDn

Bishop Lourdes was the main celebrant at our Christmas Mass at 8 pm on December 24,
2026. After the Mass, he blessed the crib prepared with much creativity and love by Sanju
Makasare who had begun working on it from the end of November 2025. The theme this year
was “Hope enters silently into our hopeless world”. The reason for the choice of this theme
was the present reality of our world and nation. We are living in a war torn-world and in a
nation in which many so-called leaders are trying to divide people on the basis of religion,
caste, language, ethnicity and state. God in the form of a child comes into our world without
fanfare. He brings hope not only to a select few, but to everyone who is willing to open their
hearts and realise that peace, joy, love and hope are what will sustain us.







Fr Errol was at the Generalate of the Ursiline Franciscan Sisters in Mangalore on December
29 and 30 addressing the General and her team and 160 Provincials, Superiors and Principals
from three Continents (Asia, Africa and Europe) on the theme ‘“Administration and
Animation of Communities in keeping with the love command”.







On the last day of the year, we had a Thanksgiving service conducted by the laity. It was
divided into three parts. In the first part we offered gratitude to God for all God’s blessing, in
the second part we did an introspection into what we learned in the past year and in the final
part, we prayed for the grace to enter the New Year with Hope.

We began the New Year 2026 with Hope.

The first day of the New Year brings with it many thoughts, feelings and emotions. The fact
that it is January and named after the Roman god Janus with two faces already indicates that
it brings with it an invitation to look back and to look ahead. Thus, it is a day for retrospection
and introspection and also a day for planning and goal setting. The retrospection must be with
a view to help the planning and goal setting and not an exercise in condemnation of oneself
or feeling regret.

It is fitting then that the first reading in the liturgy for the first day of the year, should speak
of a blessing. The blessing is what is commonly called a Priestly blessing and pronounced on
all the people of Israel. There are three pairs of verbs used in the blessing resulting in a
threefold blessing. The first emphasizes concrete gifts—Dblessing and protection. The second
stresses the hope that God will be well disposed toward the person and thus temper judgement
with mercy and grace. The third asserts that God will pay attention and heed to his people
thus providing fullness of life. The central message of the blessing is Peace, which must be
translated as wholeness or completeness. The peace of God embraces every aspect of an
individual’s life.

The idea of blessing is taken up in the Second reading of today. Paul in writing to the
Galatians speaks of the blessing that God conferred not just on Israel but on the whole world
when he sent his Son. The sending of the Son was for one reason alone, namely to reconcile
the world to himself and through that to make each of us sons and daughters of God. The Son
that God sent in to the world was not an angel but born of a woman, Mary who dared to say
that unconditional yes to God’s invitation to be the mother of his Son.

This son whom God sent is human in every single aspect of the word and is therefore
circumcised and given a name. The name that the child bears signifies his function. He is
named Jesus because he will save his people from their sins. This child will be king, but a
new kind of king. He will inaugurate a new world order, a world not like that of earthly kings
but under the direction of God’s design for the redemption of all peoples. In this world, God’s
Word is heard by all who remain open to that Word. In this world, there is hope for the
oppressed, and those who heard what God is doing are filled with joy. God has not forgotten
us or abandoned us to the brokenness we have created. God continues to be concerned and to
make new and whole. The New Year thus, is for us as Christians, an announcement of hope.
It is a call to continue to believe that God continues to be in control of all the events that will
take place and that we only have to do what is required of us and leave the rest to God.
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Thus the triple celebration of Mary Mother of God, the giving of the name of Jesus and New
Year’s Day all close in on one theme: Hope. The past is over and forgotten; it is forgiven and
absolved,; it is pardoned and made new. The challenge is for us to respond like Mary did to
what God is doing in us and in our world. If we like Mary are open and receptive to the
working of God in our lives, if we like her are willing to let God do in us, if we like her are
willing to say that unconditional and categorical Yes, then the saviour Jesus will continue to
be made present all through the year.

The priestly blessing of peace pronounced on the people in the first reading of today becomes
then a blessing pronounced on each of us as we begin the New Year. We must keep in mind
throughout the year that like the Galatians we are no longer slaves but sons and daughters of
God. This means living in a fearless and bold manner. It means being able to face all the
vicissitudes and challenges of life with equanimity and confident in the knowledge that we
are loved unconditionally by God and that God will be with us every step of the way in the
New Year.

From January 9-11, the Jesuit Community at the Shrine played host to the participants of the

RT3 RgeE Tifgc TR 9 9 AT It was a gathering of renowned poets, writers,

nove;llists and newspaper reporters. A total of 200 guests from different parts of the country
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were accommodated at the Pilgrim and Retreat House. Fr Errol welcomed the guests at the
inaugural session and exhorted to be fearless even in the midst of the challenges that we are
facing and will continue to face. Often in the scriptures, the Lord exhorts to be fearless
because all things are under his control. We must do what we must do and then leave him to
do the rest.

ha &

We begin the Novenas in preparation for the feast of the Infant Jesus on February 5, 2026 and
conclude on January 13, 2026. The feast of the Infant Jesus will be celebrated on Saturday,
February 14, 2026 and on Sunday, February 15, 2026. Please see below the Liturgy for the
nine days of the Novena and the feast days. This is to enable you to participate more fully in
the Eucharist and Novenas.
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FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS. NASHIK 2026

o 'SOW, GOD WILL MAKE IT chry GRow

Gal 6:7-10; Ps 121; 2 Cor 4:7-11; Mk 4:26- 30

DAY ONE - Feb 5, 2026 i

q l, Giving up, is not

= ‘/ an option for a
2 disciple of Jesus.
‘/ Gen 18:20-33; Ps 27;

¢ Lk18:1-8

DAY TWO - Feb 6, 2026

Do what you can
with what
you have NOW.

James 4:13-17; Ps 23;
Mt 25:14-30

" DAY THREE - Feb 7, 2026 &

God’s love is f 7
so wonderful. V%
0 wonderful love. l&s
Isa 43:1-7; Ps 136; . -
Lk 15:11-24

N
N
\

\
{ { DAY FOUR - Feb 8, 2026
‘ God calls sinners to

DAY SIX - Feb 10, 2026 )/\

Humility is a funny \ ,,)‘
repentance. thing. If you think you've
the present. \

got it, you've lost it. \7
Isa 63:7-9; Rom 8:32-39; Rom 12:1-5; Ps 8;

‘ Ps 36; Lk 15:1-7 Lk 16:1-8 | Phil 2:3-8; Ps 25; Lk 18:9-14 !’
- \ 3 % :.‘ ‘.3;' A
"% DAYSEVEN-Feb1,2026 [ DAY EIGHT - Feb12,2026 | DAY NINE - Feb13,2026 [{~

Y

DAY FIVE - Feb 9, 2026

Act wisely and
decisively in

\/| God forgives every We came with Unity even in
[&{ time and all the time. nothing, we will leave Diversity.
.\\:{. with nothing.

\'\g.\i‘,} 1Tim 1:15-17; Ps 103; Rom 8:5-11; Ps 90; 1Cor 12:12,20-27;
N Lk 12:15-20 Vi Lk 10:29-37

Mt 18:23-34

'FEAST DAY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2026
YOU SOW, GOD WILL MAKE IT GROW

GAL 6:7-10; PS 121; 2 COR 4:7-11; MK 4:26-30

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026
YOU SOW, GOD WILL MAKE IT GROW

GAL 6:7-10; PS 121; 2 COR 4:7-11; MK 4:26-30

We wish each of you and your families a Blessed and grace filled New Year 2026. May the
Infant Jesus bless you all and may Joseph and Mary always intercede.
Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

January 2026
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TIME

We measure time in human style
And count the days that passed
But for our God who's always there
Today forever lasts
In his presence we can live
Full lives with joy and zest
And make the changes when we need
In course of doing our best

So days and nights may follow suite
And calendars have their say
But with our God beyond all time
We always live today
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EPIPHANY
Who were those kings
who came to see
The Christ Child long ago
They signify the human quest
To search for truth to know
And we will find the truth of Christ
When we seek those in need
And reach out with our gifts of love
Not caring caste or creed

And all the world will find Christs truth
When we can join as one
And put aside what will divide
Embracing everyone
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REPUBLIC DAY
If India is to prosper
And rise from hate and fear
We all must grow in vision
Of unity so dear

Not unity from cloning

Our minds and hearts to fuse
But bringing to our nation's cause
Our diverse skills to use

Our Republic then will flourish
With all its peoples sharing
Their rainbows of achievement
The nations progress raring
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WORLD RELIGION DAY
What makes a true religion
Not just a creed sublime
Or stories of the saintly
Or it's holding long in time

But true religion rises
Where human care is shown
When wars give
way to fellowship
And peace and joy are known

Together forge religion
From diverse truths we hold
That human life be bettered

A new age to unfold
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A New Year, A New Vision: Choosing Gratitude and Hope

A New Year always arrives with a certain freshness. Even before anything around us actually changes, something
within us begins to shift. We greet one another with enthusiasm, exchange smiles and warm wishes, and speak words
like hope, peace, and joy. It is worth pausing for a moment to ask ourselves: where does this joy come from?

Often, it does not come from our external circumstances. The calendar has changed, but life remains much the same.
And yet, many of us feel lighter, more open. This reminds us of an important truth: joy is not created by events; it
already exists within us. External celebrations—songs, sweets, greetings—can awaken this inner joy, but they are
not its source. If we depend only on these, the feeling quickly fades. The deeper invitation of the New Year is to
move beyond momentary excitement toward a lasting sense of meaning and purpose.

Jesus expresses this simply and powerfully:
“I came that you may have life, and have it in abundance” (John 10:10).
An abundant life does not mean a life without problems, but a life lived with depth, gratitude, and hope.

From Fear to Trust, From Anxiety to Hope

Many of us enter the New Year with mixed emotions. Alongside gratitude for what has gone well, there is also
fear—fear of uncertainty, failure, loss, or change. Fear is often the greatest obstacle to growth. In fact, the opposite of
love is not hatred, but fear. Fear narrows our vision, while love expands it.

Every new beginning calls for a leap of faith. It is never easy. There is always the risk of falling, of things not
working out as planned. Yet without taking that step, there can be no movement forward. Hope does not mean
knowing exactly what lies ahead; it means trusting that we are not alone on the journey.

St. Paul reminds us:
“Hope does not disappoint” (Romans 5:5).
Hope gives us the courage to begin again, even when the road ahead is unclear.

Beginning with Gratitude

One of the healthiest and most life-giving ways to enter the New Year is with gratitude. Gratitude changes the way
we see life. When we take time to count our blessings, we begin to recognise that even difficult moments have
shaped us, taught us, and helped us grow.

Gratitude does not deny pain or struggle; rather, it places them within a larger picture of meaning, trust, and growth.
It helps us move from merely surviving to truly living.

Learning from Mary: A Reflective Heart

Mary offers us a beautiful New Year attitude. She reflects, remembers, and recognises God’s work in her life:
“The Almighty has done great things for me.”

Her humility is not self-denial, but awareness—an awareness that life itself is a gift. She pondered events in her
heart, allowing them to mature into wisdom. As we begin this year, we too are invited to pause and reflect: What has
this past year taught me? Where have I grown? What has life revealed to me about myself and about God?

In Ignatian spirituality, especially in the Contemplation to Attain Love, we are reminded that God is constantly
working for us—in people, situations, successes, and even setbacks. When we become aware of this, gratitude
naturally flows into generosity.

Life constantly presents us with choices—not so much in what happens to us, but in how we respond. Do we choose
to be like the honeybee, drawing sweetness even from small and ordinary moments, or like the dung beetle, focusing
only on what is negative?
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Recovering Awe and Wonder

Somewhere along the way, many of us lose our sense of awe and wonder. Children look at the world with curiosity
and delight, while adults often rush through life distracted, frequently absorbed by screens and schedules. The New
Year gently invites us to slow down—to observe, to listen, and to appreciate the beauty around us: in nature, in
people, and in the small moments of grace that fill our days.

Gratitude, in the end, is a choice. As the saying goes, two people looked out through prison bars—one saw mud, the
other saw stars. The difference lay not in what they saw, but in how they chose to see.

A Hopeful Step Forward

God never stops working for our good. We may face the consequences of our choices, but never the absence of
God’s care or presence. As we step into this New Year, may we do so with gratitude for the past, attentiveness to the
present, and hope for the future.

A New Year is not about changing everything. It is about learning to see everything with new eyes. May this year
gift us that vision.

Fr Wesley DCosta SJ
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YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY ONE FEBRUARY 5, 2026
Giving up, is not an option for a disciple of Jesus
Gen 18:20-33; Ps 27; Lk 18:1-8

I. INTRODUCTION
When things go as we plan, it is easy to believe that God loves and cares for us. However, when challenges
come our way, we are tempted to lose hope and give in to despair. The theme of the first day of the Novena
is “Giving up, is not an option for a disciple of Jesus”. In the readings of today, Abraham and the widow
show us the consequences of perseverance. Jesus, however, is the model of perseverance. No matter how
insurmountable the challenges seemed, he persevered and never gave up even if it meant the cross. Will we
learn from our Master and keep on keeping on...... ?

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For giving up before we begin Lord have mercy
For starting, but not persevering, Christ have mercy
For not turning to you for courage and strength, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I11. OPENING PRAYER

God of perseverance, we come to you asking that you open our hearts and minds to listen to your gracious
word. Let our openness lead to an assimilation of that word and the courage to live it out in our lives. We
ask this through the same Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Genesis

Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their sin! I
must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me.” Then
Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there
are fifty righteous within the city; will you not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! And
the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.”
Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose
five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will
not destroy it if | find forty-five there.” Again, he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak.
Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Let me take
it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty
I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. Suppose ten
are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” And the Lord went his way, when
he had finished speaking to Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: The Lord is my light and my help
1. The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom
shall 1 be afraid? (Our Response)
2. Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, even
then will I trust. (Our Response)
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3. One thing I asked of the Lord, for this I long: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his holy temple. (Our Response)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! Teach us Infant Jesus, to persevere in faith, hope and love. Alleluial

VI. GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, “In a certain
city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a while he refused; but
later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.””” And
the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who
cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 1 tell you, he will quickly grant justice to
them.
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
1. That no matter how many challenges come our way, we might keep persevering till the very end, let
us pray to the Lord...
2. That faith in the Lord and not fear will motivate our words and actions, let us pray to the Lord...
3. That the word of Jesus to Peter, “COME” will be the motivation for us to never take our eyes away
from the Lord, let us pray to the Lord...
4. That encouraged by Abraham and the widow, we might keep persevering like they did, let us pray to
the Lord...
5. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Loving God, you are our strength and our hope. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and
blood of Jesus, we ask for the gift of perseverance in and fidelity to your word. We make this prayer through
Jesus our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to persevere till the very end and not give up or give in, and so with the angels and
all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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Xl. POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
God of grace and love, we thank you because even though we have often given up, you have not given up

on us. Youi have shown this by giving us Jesus. We pray that with Jesus in us, we will persevere till the very
end like he did. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY TWO FEBRUARY 6, 2026
Do what you can with what you have, NOW
James 4:13-17; Ps 23; Mt 25:14-30

.  INTRODUCTION
Many of us are busy regretting the past or are obsessed with the future. This is why we do not live in the
present. The theme of today “Do what you can, with what you have, NOW?” invites us to be men and
women of action and not merely words. It invites us to enjoy the present moment. Acting wisely in the present
moment not only opens up a bright future, it also helps us to look at the past with a sense of fulfillment and
joy. Let us pray for openness to this grace during this Eucharistic celebration.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our regrets about the past, Lord have mercy
For our obsession with the future, Christ have mercy
For not living fully in the present, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.
I11. OPENING PRAYER
God of the present. You revealed yourself as “I AM”, because you are a God of the NOW. Open our hearts
to listen attentively to your word which is alive and active. Give us the courage to act on that word today.
We ask this through the same Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the letter of James

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a year there,
doing business and making money.” Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life?
For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord
wishes, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.
Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want

4. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want; he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
(Our Response)

5. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Our Response)

6. You have preparest a banquet for me in the sight of my foes; my head you have anointed with oil, my
cup is overflowing. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. (Our Response)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! Teach us Infant Jesus, to remain in the present moment. Alleluial

VI. GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

“For it will be as when a man going on a journey called his servants and entrusted to them his property; to
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
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He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them; and he made five talents more. So
also, he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and
dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and
settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents
more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.” His master said
to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much;
enter into the joy of your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you
delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a little, 1 will set you over much; enter into the joy of your
master.” He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so, | was afraid, and | went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, ‘You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where | have not winnowed?
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what
was my own with interest. So, take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he
has will be taken away.
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
6. That we might act wisely in the present moment so that we will have no regrets about the past and
not be obsessed with the future, let us pray to the Lord...
7. That we might do what we have to do at every moment and leave the rest in God’s capable hands, let
us pray to the Lord...
8. That we might know the difference between the things that we can change and those we cannot
change, let us pray to the Lord...
9. That like the servants who used their talents well, we too might use the gifts that we have received
for our good and the good of others, let us pray to the Lord...
10. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Loving God, you have given each of us all that we need to live a happy life. Give us the grace never to
compare with others. Help us to use what we have, selflessly, and to the best of our ability. We make this
prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and
ever. Amen.

X.  PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.
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Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to live in the present so that we will not regret or be obsessed, and so with the
angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER

Eternal God, you are a God of each present moment. Open our hearts to the grace to live in the now. Help us
to do what we have to do, with what we have and in the NOW. We make this prayer through the same Christ
our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

28



YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY THREE FEBRUARY 7, 2026
God’s love is so wonderful. O wonderful love
Isa 43:1-7; Ps 136; Lk 15:11-24

.  INTRODUCTION
Sometimes in the Old Testament, God is revealed as vengeful and angry. However, there are also passages
in which God is also seen as unconditional love. It was Jesus, who made the unique revelation of God as
pure and unadulterated love. The God whom Jesus reveals is a God who does not forgive because he does
not condemn. Jesus revealed God as a non-condemning God. Let us ask for openness to the grace to
experience such a God.

1. ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our image of you as a God who must be placated, Lord have mercy
For our fear that you will punish us when we sin, Christ have mercy
For relating with you out of fear and not love, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I1l.  OPENING PRAYER

God, love incarnate you showed your love for us in the most tangible way when you sent Jesus to be our
Saviour. He revealed you to us a God who does not need to forgive, because you do not condemn. Open our
hearts to listen to your word which reveals you as such a God. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ
your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

But now thus says the Lord, the one who formed you: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you
by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters | will be with you; and through the rivers, they
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you, for | am the Lord your God. You are precious in my eyes, and honoured, and | love you, Fear
not, for I am with you. I am with anyone who calls on my name, whom | created for my glory, whom |
formed and made.”

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Our Response after every line will be: HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good (R)
Give thanks to the God of gods (R)
Give thanks to the Lord of lords: (R)
to him who alone does great wonders, (R)
who by his understanding made the heavens, (R)
who spread out the earth upon the waters, (R)
who made the great lights (R)
the sun to govern the day, (R)
the moon and stars to govern the night; (R)
who loves unconditionally (R)
who never condemns (R)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger and rich in mercy. Alleluia!
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VI. GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Jesus said to the crowds, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father,
give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living between them. Not many days later,
the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his
property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he
began to be in want. So, he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into
his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough
and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! | will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of
your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, [ have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;
and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.’
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
11. That we might relate with God out of love and not fear, let us pray to the Lord...
12. That we open our hearts as wide as we can to receive the love that you want to pour into them, let us
pray to the Lord...
13. That we realise that no matter how far we go from you, you will keep inviting us back in love and for
love, let us pray to the Lord...
14. That we show our gratitude for your openness by being open to others as you are to us, let us pray to
the Lord...
15. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of unconditional love, you showed your love for us tangibly when you sent Jesus your son to show us
the way to you. As we offer this bread and wine to become his body and blood, we offer our fear of you,
knowing that you will transform it into love. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X.  PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.
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Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us who you really are when he revealed you to the whole world as eternal love, and so with the
angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER

Loving God, you have shown your love for us by giving us all that we need to love you by giving us Jesus.
We pray that with Jesus in us, we will relate to you out of love, because you are eternal love. We make this
prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever
and ever. Amen.
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YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS - DAY FOUR FEBRUARY 8, 2026
God calls sinners to repentance
Isa 63:7-9; Rom 8:32-39; Ps 36; Lk 15:1-7

I. INTRODUCTION
In his letter to the Romans, Paul is emphatic when he says, “For there is no distinction, since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by God’s grace as a gift, that is in Christ Jesus”.
When we realise that we are sinners, then we become aware of our need for God’s grace. However, if we
keep trumpeting the goods deeds we do, we might imagine that we can save ourselves. The truth is that it is
God who saves in his son, which is why he named him Jesus. Let us ask for the grace to know that we are
sinners and in constant need of God’s grace.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For the times we have been self-righteousness and proud, Lord have mercy
For the times we paraded our good deeds before all, Christ have mercy
For the times we thought we merited your love, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.
I1l. GLORIA

IV. OPENING PRAYER
God of sinners, you named your son Jesus because you wanted to reaffirm the graciousness of your love.
Open our hearts and minds to hear and understand your enhancing word. Give us the grace to assimilate your
word like Mary our mother did, and the courage to act on your word today. We ask this through the same
Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever.
Amen.

V. EIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord
has done for us, and the great favour that he has shown to us according to his mercy, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not deal falsely”;
and he became our saviour in all our distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved us; in
his love and in his pity, he redeemed us; he lifted us up and carried us all the days of old.
The Word of God

VI. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Our Response is: | will bless the Lord at all times
1. 1 will bless the Lord at all times; his praise ever on my lips. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let
the humble hear and be glad.
2. Glorify the Lord with me, together let us praise his name. The poor called and he answered and
rescued them from their distress.
3. | sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. Look to him, and be
radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.
4. The angel of the Lord encamps around those who love him, and delivers them. O taste and see that
the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.
VII. SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans
If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?
Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for
us? Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
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nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of God

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluial! “Come back to me with all your heart. Do not let fear keep us apart” says the Lord
Alleluia!
VIIl. GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the scribes
murmured, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So, he told them this parable: “Which of
you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and
go after the one which is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbours, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.” Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
The Gospel of the Lord
IX. HOMILY
X. CREED
Xl.  PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
16. That we might realise our sinfulness and our need for God’s grace and love, let us pray to the Lord...
17. That we might refrain from judging others and avoid all condemnation, let us pray to the Lord...
18. That we might be aware of the plank in our eye, before we can point to the speck in others eyes, let
us pray to the Lord...
19. That like Paul, we too may realise that there is nothing in all creation that can separate us from the
love of God in Jesus, let us pray to the Lord...
20. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...
XIl.  OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Gracious God we offer along with these gifts of bread and wine, the numerous times we acted self-
righteously. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus, give us grace to know
that with your love and grace, we can do all things. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

XIll. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to be loved by you when he became incarnate and unconditional love, and so with
the angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XIV. POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
Gracious God, we thank you that even though we are sinners you give us love incarnate when you give us
Jesus. We pray that with Jesus in us, like him, we will always be aware of the need for your love. We make

this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God
forever and ever. Amen.
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Y VYV

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY FIVE FEBRUARY 9, 2026
Act wisely and decisively in the present
Rom 12:1-5; Ps 8; Lk 16:1-8

I. INTRODUCTION

In the Gospel text of today, we are shown the advantages of acting in the present. Prompt and decisive action
in the present, helps prepare a bright future. In the parable of the shrewd steward, Jesus is not praising the
dishonesty of the steward, he is pointing us to his shrewdness, his decisiveness and determination. In the last
verse of the Gospel, when Jesus says, “the children of this age are more astute in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light”, he is exhorting us to act wisely, prudently and decisively in the
present. He is asking us to “Carpe Momentum” which means “to seize the moment”. Let us ask for openness
to God’s grace to do so.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our procrastination, Lord have mercy
For our laziness and lethargy, Christ have mercy
For our lack of faith and trust, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I1l.  OPENING PRAYER

God of the present, we ask you to open our hearts and minds to be attentive to your word. It is a word which
calls us to act in the present and to act decisively. We pray for the courage to do as your word directs. We
ask this through the same Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit
one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me
| say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have
many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in
Christ, and individually we are members one of another.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: Great is your name Lord, its majesty fills the earth

7. Your majesty is praised above the heavens, on the lips of children and of babes. You have found
praise to foil the enemy, to silence the foe and the rebel (R)

8. When | see the heavens the work of your hands, the moon and the stars which you arranged, who am
| that you keep me in mind? Mortal me that you care for me. (R)

9. Yet, you have made me little less than a God, with glory and honour you crowned me, given me
power over the works of your hand, put all things under my feet. (R)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluial! “Forgetting what lies behind, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call
of God in Christ Jesus” Alleluia!

VI. GOSPEL
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that
this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about
you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then
the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. | have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed
as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you
owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” And
his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are
more astute in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:

Response: Lord, hear our prayer

21. That we might get rid of our procrastination, NOW, let us pray to the Lord...

22. That we might realise that the present moment is all we have, let us pray to the Lord...

23. That we might act decisively and prudently in the present, so as to secure a bright future, let us pray

to the Lord...
24. That like the shrewd steward, we might me persons of promptness, let us pray to the Lord...
25. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

Gracious God we offer along with these gifts of bread and wine, the numerous times we procrastinated. As
you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus, give us the grace to act decisively in the
here and now. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us how we must act decisively and prudently when he let your word be his constant guide, and so
with the angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
Loving God, we thank you that even though we have put off things till later, you have given us your son
Jesus, here and now. We pray that with Jesus in us, like him, we will seize the present moment and act wisely
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and decisively in it. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY SIX FEBRUARY 10, 2026
Humility is a funny thing. If vou think you’ve got it, you’ve lost it
Phil 2:3-8; Ps 25; Lk 18:9-14

I. INTRODUCTION
The readings of today place before us two ways of proceeding. One is that of pride and self-righteousness
and the other that of humility and self-effacement. If we choose the first, we deny our dependence on and the
grace of God. If we choose the latter, we acknowledge our dependence on God and that it is God’s grace
which sustains us. Let us pray for the grace to choose the way of humility and dependence on God.

1. ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our independence and self-righteousness, Lord have mercy
For our focus on merit and good deeds, Christ have mercy
For our not opening our hearts to your love and grace, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I11. OPENING PRAYER

God of all peoples, we ask for the gift of openness to your word. Let us listen with attentive hearts and minds,
that we might assimilate that word and translate it into action in our lives. We ask this through the same Jesus
Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians

Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to their own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves,
which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: Lord teach me your ways

10. Make me to know thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, for thou
art the God of my salvation; for thee | wait all the day long. (R)

11. Be mindful of thy mercy, O Lord, and of thy steadfast love, for they have been from of old. Remember
not the sins of my youth, or my transgressions; according to thy steadfast love remember me, for thy
goodness’ sake, O Lord! (R)

12. Good and upright is the Lord; therefore, he instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in what
is right, and teaches the humble his way. (R)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! “Christ became obedient unto death, even death on a cross” Alleluia!

VI. GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others: “Two
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank thee that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a
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sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl.  PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
26. That we might realise that we are dependent on God for every breath that we take, let us pray to the
Lord...
27. That we might realise that without God’s grace and love we can do nothing, let us pray to the Lord...
28. That we might know that our good deeds are not to earn God’s favour, but are the result of God’s
love for us, let us pray to the Lord...
29. That like the humble tax-collector, we might be self-effacing and meek, let us pray to the Lord...
30. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God lover of the meek, we offer along with these gifts of bread and wine, our pride and self-righteousness.
As you transform the bread and wine into the body and blood of your son, transform our pride and arrogance
into humility. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to become like little children when he became like a child and called you father,
and so with the angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER

Loving God, we thank you that even though we have been proud, arrogant and self-righteous you have given
us your son Jesus freely and lovingly. We pray that with Jesus in us, like him, we will learn to be meek and
humble of heart. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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YV VYV

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY SEVEN - FEBRUARY 11, 2026
God forgives every time and all the time
1Tim 1:15-17; Ps 103; Mt 18:23-34

I. INTRODUCTION
God forgives every time and all the time. However, the forgiveness of God is one side of the story. The story
is completed when we show the same attitude to others. If we cannot or will not forgive others, it means that
we have not received God’s forgiveness and mercy. Since God does not force his gifts on us, if we do not
receive them, they return to him. Let us pray that we will show our acceptance of God’s forgiveness as we
forgive others.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our lack of forgiveness, Lord have mercy
For keeping resentment and anger in our hearts, Christ have mercy
For not opening our hearts to receive your love, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I1l.  OPENING PRAYER

God of forgiveness and love, we ask you to open our hearts and minds to see you as a God who loves us
unconditionally. Give us the grace to receive your forgiveness so that we can love and forgive others as you
love and forgive us. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to Timothy

I received mercy because the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ
Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners—of whom | am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost,
Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe
in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: Bless the Lord O my soul

13. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his deeds, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals
all your diseases (R)

14. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not always
accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. (R)

15. He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the
heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who love him (R)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! “Teach me Lord to forgive and love others as you forgive and love me” Alleluial

VI. GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Matthew

The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay,
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to
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be made. So, the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything. And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing
him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would
pay his entire debt.

The Gospel of the Lord

VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
31. That we might open our hearts to receive God’s forgiveness and show it by forgiving others let us
pray to the Lord...
32. That we might be disciples of the Lord not only in word, but also in deed, let us pray to the Lord...
33. That we might not hold resentment and anger against others in our hearts, let us pray to the Lord...
34. That like Paul we may realise that even though we keep sinning, the Lord will keep forgiving us, let
us pray to the Lord...
35. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of forgiveness and love we offer along with these gifts of bread and wine, the numerous times we have
not been forgiving of others. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus, give us
the grace to forgive unconditionally as you forgive us. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to forgive, by forgiving even from the Cross, and so with the angels and all the
saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
God of love and forgiveness, we thank you that even though we have not been forgiving, you have given us
your son Jesus, to show your love. We pray that with Jesus in us, we might learn to keep forgiving as you
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keep loving and forgiving us. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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YV V

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY EIGHT - FEBRUARY 12, 2026
We came with nothing we will leave with nothing
Rom 8:5-11; Ps 90; Lk 12:15-20

I. INTRODUCTION
The Psalmist in Ps 90 fixes the maximum age for a human as fourscore which is 80 years. Though longevity
has increased since the Psalmist wrote that Psalm, the truth is that most humans do not live that long. This is
a reminder that our lives on earth are temporary and impermanent. Our eternal and permanent home is with
God in heaven. Because this is so, we must live this moment fully and completely. In the Gospel text of
today, ‘the fool” was living in the future and so never really lived. Let us pray for the grace to live fully and
completely our today.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For our desire to keep accumulating, Lord have mercy
For our refusal to share even when we have more than we need Christ have mercy
For constantly turning our wants into our needs, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I11. OPENING PRAYER

God of life and eternity, open our hearts to the promptings of your Holy Spirit, which gives us the grace to
live fully in the here and now. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ your son our Lord who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in
the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, your
spirits are alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which
dwells in you.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: Lord you have been our refuge from one generation to the next

16. You turn us back to the dust, and say, “Go back, sons of men” For your eyes, a thousand years are
like yesterday come and gone, no more than a watch in the night. (R)

17. You sweep us away like a dream, like grass which is renewed in the morning: in the morning it
flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. (R)

18. Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children. Let the favour
of the Lord God be upon us, and establish the work of your hands. (R)

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! “Teach me Lord that I received without charge and so must give without charge”
Alleluia!

VI. GOSPEL
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Jesus said to the crowds, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and
my goods. And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,
be merry.” But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’
The Gospel of the Lord
Vil. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:

Response: Lord, hear our prayer

36. That we might not be obsessed with the future but live in the present, let us pray to the Lord...

37. That we might not accumulate things that we do not need, but be generous with others let us pray to

the Lord...

38. That we might not convert our wants into our needs and know when enough is enough, let us pray to
the Lord...

39. That we will live not in the flesh but in the Spirit and so set our minds on life and peace, let us pray
to the Lord...

40. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of eternity, along with these gifts of bread and wine, we offer you our obsession with things of this
world. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus, give us the grace to know that
you alone are eternal and that all else is temporary and passing. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to live fully in the present moment when he asked us to look at the birds of the air
and the lilies of the field, and so with the angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice
we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Xl.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER

Eternal God, though we have been preoccupied with impermanent things and joys, you have not held it
against us and have shown it by giving us Jesus. We pray that with Jesus in us we will concern ourselves
with the things of heaven. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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Y VYV

NOVENA FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS — DAY NINE - FEBRUARY 13, 2026
Unity even in Diversity
1 Cor 12:12,20-27; Lk 10:29-37

.  INTRODUCTION
We sometimes tend to stereotype and place people and groups in brackets or pigeon holes. The theme of
today invites us to get rid of our stereotypes and look at people in a non-prejudicial way. When people walked
by Matthew’s toll office, they would have seen a cheat, a thief and an extortionist. Jesus, however, looked at
the same Matthew and saw in him a potential disciple. Discipleship was latent in Matthew. Jesus brought it
out. When we look at others in a positive way, we bring out the best in them. During this Eucharist, let us
ask for the grace to look as Jesus looked.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For the stereotypes and prejudices, we have of others, Lord have mercy
For looking at others with tainted glasses Christ have mercy
For not seeing people as they are, but as we want them to be, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

I11. OPENING PRAYER

God of love and mercy, open our minds and hearts to so assimilate your word, that we might look at others
as Jesus would have done and bring out the best in them. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ your
son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

IV. EIRST READING

A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body. For the body does not consist of one member but of many. There are many members, yet one body.
The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of
you.” On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members
of the body that we think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less respectable members
are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so
arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension within
the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together
with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it. Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.

The Word of God

V. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
1. When I needed a neighbour Were you there, were you there? When | needed a neighbour Were you
there? And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter Were you there?
2. 1 was hungry and thirsty Were you there, were you there? | was hungry and thirsty Were you there?
And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter Were you there?
3. 1'was cold, | was naked Were you there, were you there? | was cold, | was naked Were you there?
And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter Were you there?

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! Teach us Lord to look at others as you looked without bias, prejudice or stereotype.”
Alleluia!
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VI. GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Jesus said, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that
road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise, a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw
him, he was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took
out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay
you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?’
The Gospel of the Lord
VIl. HOMILY
VIIl. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
41. That we might avoid labelling people on the basis of colour, creed, language or nationality, let us
pray to the Lord...
42. That we might realise that the whole of humanity is moving towards you each in his or her own way,
let us pray to the Lord...
43. That we might not expect people to be as we are but accept that we can be united even in our diversity,
let us pray to the Lord...
44. That we will realise that we are all parts of one body, and though different, are each needed to make
the body whole, let us pray to the Lord...
45. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

IX. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of all that is good and wholesome, we offer you along with these gifts of bread and wine our stereotypical
way of looking at people and things. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of your
son, transform our prejudices into openness. We make this prayer through Jesus our Lord who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

X. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Itis right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he opened his arms to embrace the whole world. He
showed us what it means to be unbiased when he choose those whom society looked down upon as his
disciples, and so with the angels and all the saints we declare your glory, as with one voice we acclaim:
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

XI.  POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
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God of the whole human race, though we have often looked at others stereotypically, you have looked at us
with love and have shown it by giving us Jesus. We pray that with Jesus in us, we will learn to look at others
as Jesus would have done. We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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Y VYV

FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS - FEBRUARY 14, 2026
You sow, God will make it grow
Gal 6:7-10; Ps 121; 2 Cor 4:7-11; Mk 4:26-30

I. INTRODUCTION

For the last nine days of the Novena, we have been reflecting on themes which affect our lives and inform
our faith. Through the parables he told, Jesus has revealed God as a God who is prodigal with love, who does
not condemn and who loves unconditionally. He also explained the kingdom as a gift from God which we
can accept with open minds and hearts. Today on the feast day of the Infant Jesus, through the parable of the
seed growing quietly, Jesus invites us to do what we have to do, to leave no stone unturned and to leave what
we cannot do in God’s capable hands. God will bring it to completion and fruition. Let us pray that through
the grace that the Infant Jesus gives, we will be able to do this.

I1.  ASKING FOR OPENNESS TO GOD’S MERCY
For leaving many stones unturned, Lord have mercy
For our half-hearted efforts, Christ have mercy
For our lethargy and pessimism, Lord have mercy
May Almighty God have mercy on us, may he forgive us our sin and may he bring us to everlasting life.

.  GLORIA

IV. OPENING PRAYER

God of hope, we come to you on the feast of your Infant son and ask you to open our hearts and minds to
listen attentively to your word like Mary did. Give us the grace to ponder that word in our hearts and to bring
forth plentiful fruit. We ask this through the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, of the same Jesus
Christ your son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God forever and ever. Amen.

V. FEIRST READING
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Galatians
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you
will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So,
let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up. So then,
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of
faith.
The Word of God

VI. RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Response: My help comes from the Lord
19. I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will come my help? My help comes from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. (R)
20. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by
day, nor the moon by night. (R)
21. The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going out and
your coming in from this time on and for evermore. (R)

VIlI. SECOND READING

A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to
God and does not come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death
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of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always

being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.
The Word of God

ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, Alleluia!! Give us the grace to do our best Lord, in the firm hope that you will do the rest. Alleluia!

VIIl. GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Mark
Jesus said to the crowds, the kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’
The Gospel of the Lord
IX. HOMILY
X. CREED
XI. PETITIONARY PRAYER:
Response: Lord, hear our prayer
46. That we might leave no stone unturned when we have to act, let us pray to the Lord...
47. That we might focus on our action and not worry about the result, let us pray to the Lord
48. That we might know the difference between the things we can and cannot change, let us pray to the
Lord...
49. That we will not give up till we have done all that we are required to do, let us pray to the Lord...
50. Please make your personal intention, let us pray to the Lord...

XIl. OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God of eternity, along with these gifts of bread and wine, we offer you the numerous times we have focussed
more on the result than on our action. As you transform this bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus,
give us the grace to do what we have to do and leave what we cannot do in your hands. We make this prayer
through Jesus our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.

XIl. PREFACE

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most
holy, through your beloved son, Jesus Christ, your Word through whom you made all things, whom you sent
as our Saviour and Redeemer, incarnate by the Holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people, he showed how to sow, leave no stone unturned and
then to leave the rest in your hands and to your will, and so with the angels and all the saints we declare your
glory, as with one voice we acclaim:

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts. heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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XIV. POST COMMUNION/CONCLUDING PRAYER
Eternal God, though we have not done what we ought to do, you have done everything for our good by giving
us Jesus. We We make this prayer through the same Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. Amen.
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