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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN FEBRUARY 2026
Preparations for the “Shrine Feast” also known as the Feast of Infant Jesus began in December 2025 with the
first meeting of the Managing Committee. The Novenas began from February 5, 2026 until February 13, 2026.
The feast was celebrated on February 14 and 15, 2026.

The theme on the opening day and for each day of the Novena, were chosen with a view to help pilgrims reflect
on how God inserts himself into our world and how he continues to show us the way.

On the first day of the Novena, the theme was “Perseverance is the key. Do not give up.". Taking a cue from
the widow in the Gospel of Luke who keeps going to the judge for justice, the Lord invites us to persevere like
her, knowing that God always wants what is best for us. The themes for the other eight days of the Novena were
about using what God has given us to the best of our ability, acting in the present believing that God always
does what is best for us. God loves us unconditionally and so not only does God always forgive, but God does
not condemn. The theme for the feast day was “You sow, God will make it grow”. This is a summary of the
Parable in Mk 4:26-29. In this parable, there are four steps which are consecutive. They follow each other. The
first is the “scattering”. Scattering here means that we must do all that we need to do. We must leave no stone
unturned. If we are to appear for an examination or interview, we must prepare for it as best as we can. Once
we have done our preparation, we can sleep easy at night, we then rise fresh in the day and the conclusion is
that we did well in our examinations and excelled in the interview. If we do our best, God will do the rest.
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We wish to say a special thanks to all the officials of the Government, including the Police, Traffic Police,
Municipality and others. They have always gone out of their way to ensure that the feast is conducted smoothly.

The Police visited the premises often and constantly enquired of us if there was anything we needed. We ask
the Infant Jesus to bless them and their families.



Kindly click on the link to see many more photographs of the Feast day.
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Geh051Gfs145Sa208Bg-kOQwgOewL cNr?usp=sharing

The footfall of pilgrims at the Shrine continues. Even two weeks after the feast, those who could not make it
during the days of the Novena or the feast come to adore the Infant Jesus and seek his blessings.

Ash Wednesday, this year was on February 18. On this date, we entered the season of Lent. Lent is a time for
“Metanoia” which is a Greek word for “a new mind”. This means a new perspective, a new way of looking at
persons, things and events. It is an opportunity to start anew. We might see LENT as an acronym which may be
read as Leave Every Negative Thought.

We can see in the three pious practices (Almsgiving, Prayer and Fasting) mentioned in the Gospel of Ash
Wednesday, metaphors for how we must live out the season of Lent in preparation for Easter. Almsgiving may
be seen as reaching out of ourselves to others. Prayer might be seen as our relationship with God and fasting is
a reminder that we are more than externals and that we “do not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from God”

We wish each of you and your families a grace filled season of Lent. May the Infant Jesus bless you all and may
Joseph and Mary always intercede.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

February 2026


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Geh05lGfsI45Sa208Bq-kOQwqOewLcNr?usp=sharing

SCHOOL HAPPENINGS
The Shrine Feast is an event which the staff (teaching, non-teaching and support) of St. Xavier’s ICSE High
School, Nashik look forward to. They put up the food stalls on the Feast day and on the Sunday after the Feast.
There are many values which they live out during this annual event. Some of these are team-work, hard and
smart work, personableness and perseverance.
The teachers are formed into teams. Each of these have a coordinator. Each team is given a different task. Some
are given the job of cooking, others of selling coupons and still others of liaising with those who come to the
stalls for snacks and food.
The positive response of the teachers of each team, makes the whole team work unitedly and with purpose.
When preparing snacks and food, they work hard and smart. Some of the teachers have many years of experience
of the Shrine feast and these, teach the others how to work hard and smart.
Personableness is seen when those at the sales counters maintain their cool all through the day. The quality of
perseverance helps them not to give up when there are challenges, but to persist until they find a solution.
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During this year’s feast, the staff reached out to thousands of pilgrims who had come from all parts of India and
even out of India. Most of those who ate the snacks and food cooked by the teachers, were very appreciative of

the quality. The items sold were priced reasonably. The teachers on their part were very satisfied with a job well
done.

This academic year is a special one for the School. This is because we have two batches of Std X students. It is
the last batch of the State Board and the first batch of the ICSE. The teachers have done all that is required of
them. We pray that the students will follow the theme of the Feast day of the Infant Jesus and will sow and
know that God will make it grow.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ

February 2026
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When Jesus touched and healed the sick
He brought forgiveness with it
For IlIness drains our body’s strengths
But also wounds our spirit
Like Jesus we are called to heal
The many we find in need
And touch their hearts and minds as well
Their spirit’s strength to seed
May Jesus share with us his skills
That heard the helpless cry
The body’s and the spirit’s pains
And hurt we can only sigh
For all the world has suffering times
From want or hateful strife
With Jesus we can make a bid
To heal the strains of life

Godfrey D’lima
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WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
The World Day of the Sick is observed each year on 11th February, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. Lourdes
is renowned for the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. It is believed that
many who drink from or bathe in the spring there, experience healing from various infirmities. Multitudes of
pilgrims from across the world throng to this sacred place, seeking healing, consolation, and comfort in the
loving embrace of our Mother.

The World Day of the Sick was instituted in 1992 by Pope John Paul 1l to foster greater awareness, sensitivity,
and compassion toward those who are ill, and to recognize the vital role of caregivers and healthcare workers.
The former Superior General of the Society of Jesus, Pedro Arrupe, was trained as a medical doctor before
joining the Jesuits. During his time at Lourdes as part of his medical training, he examined many sick pilgrims
who had come seeking healing. On one occasion, he witnessed a patient whom he had personally examined
being cured during Eucharistic Adoration. This profound experience deepened his faith and eventually led him
to leave his medical career and follow his vocation to the priesthood. He would later become Superior General
of the Society of Jesus, guiding the order with remarkable vision and compassion.

Health and Sickness in Scripture

Sacred Scripture offers us a deeper understanding of health, suffering, and God’s abiding presence. In the Old
Testament, there was a common belief: “Obey the law and you will be blessed; disobey the law and you will be
cursed.” Illness was often seen as a consequence of sin or disobedience to God’s commandments.

Yet this understanding was challenged by the experience of the righteous who suffered despite their fidelity to
God. The story of Job is a powerful example. In Job 1:21, we read: “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job was a devout and upright man who enjoyed wealth, health, and
prosperity. Yet he lost everything. Though urged by friends and even his wife to curse God, Job remained
steadfast. He surrendered himself completely into God’s hands, and in time, God restored him. His story teaches
us trust in God even amid suffering.

World Day
of Praver for
the Sick.

In the New Testament, we see Jesus moving from village to village, reaching out to those suffering from various
ilinesses. He healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, and cleansed lepers who had been cast out to the margins
of society. These healings restored not only physical health but also dignity and belonging.

When Jesus healed the man born blind, he was asked whether the blindness was due to the man’s sin or that of
his parents. Jesus replied that it was “so that the works of God might be made visible through him.” Through
such acts, Jesus reveals that suffering is not always a punishment but can become a place where God’s glory is
revealed. As St. Paul reminds us, “All things work together for good for those who love the Lord.”

Sickness in Our World Today
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Today, we continue to encounter many forms of illness—physical, emotional, and spiritual. We hear of terminal
diseases such as cancer affecting even young children, men, and women, often from deeply prayerful and God-
fearing families. In such tragic and challenging circumstances, it becomes difficult to understand why suffering
occurs and even harder to hold firmly to faith.

The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.” Even in the midst of trials and uncertainty, we trust that God can bring forth something good from our
suffering.

For the past three years, | have been serving at Vinayalaya Retreat House. Many people attend retreats seeking
healing—some physical, others emotional or spiritual. Every form of sickness brings turmoil not only to
individuals but also to families and communities. At times, prayers are answered swiftly with remarkable
recovery. At other times, healing is gradual and prolonged. And sometimes, what we ask for is not granted in
the way we expect.

We may not always receive what we desire, but we can trust that God gives us what we truly need. As St. Paul
reminds us, even “the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom.” We are invited to trust in God’s
mysterious and loving plan, confident that He can bring good out of every situation.

On this World Day of the Sick, let us pray earnestly for all who are suffering, especially those battling terminal
illnesses. Let us also pray for doctors, nurses, caregivers, and family members who accompany the sick with
patience and love. May they become instruments of God’s compassion and tenderness.

We entrust all the sick and suffering to the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Lourdes. May she continue to
pray for us and lead us to her Son, who is our healer, our hope, and our strength.

Fr Wesley D’Costa SJ

THE SEASON OF LENT
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Lent is a period of repentance. Repentance does not mean being sorry for one’s sins. Nowhere in the Gospels
does Jesus tell people they must be sorry for their sins, but he keeps calling people to repentance. Repentance
means a change of mind, heart and vision. It is a call to look at everything anew. It is a call to leave the negative
behind and take on the positive of God’s newness.

The Monday in the First Week of Lent with the call to act rightly because that is how each of us will be judged
sets the tone for the meaning of repentance. The week continues with Jesus teaching his disciples how to pray
and also the meaning of prayer and perseverance. He exhorts them to interiorize the law rather than merely
observe external observances. This means that the action that one performs must always be an action motivated
by love. It also means that even if the action is a holy one namely the offering of sacrifice but is not accompanied
by love, then it is not a worthy action. Love must always motivate all actions of the Christian.

The Second Week of Lent begins with the invitation to imitate God who is compassionate. God’s compassion
is shown in his reaching out to those in need especially the lowly. This is why the disciples cannot strive for
places of honour but must only strive to serve. The greatest in the kingdom is the one who serves. This service
IS to be shown in action in the care and concern that one expresses towards those who live on the margins of
society. Indifference to and ignorance of the needs of others is also rejection of them and will lead to
condemnation, just as selfishness shown in wanting to keep all the fruits of the vineyard and not give God and
others their due. Yet, God who is Prodigal Father keeps making every attempt to get the wayward to come back
to him.

In the Third Week of Lent the teachings of Jesus focus on forgiveness not seven times but as often as is needed.
This is how Jesus fulfills the law and invites his disciples to do the same. There is only one commandment,
namely the commandment to love God by loving neighbour. If love motivates the actions of a person then prayer
will be answered.

In the Fourth and Fifth Weeks, the Gospel readings are all from John and bring out various aspects of the
personality of Jesus. Jesus is the one who heals and makes whole, he is one who reaches out to Samaritans and
outcasts, who condemns no one including those who condemn others. He is from above and though cannot be
fully known will keep revealing himself to those who wish to see and encounter him.

In Holy Week leading to Maundy Thursday, we read about the anointing of Jesus in preparation for his death

and burial and also the predictions of his betrayal and denial by his own. Though Jesus knows all that is going
to happen to him, he goes to his death willingly so that all of humanity might be saved.
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ASH WEDNESDAY

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and is derived by counting back 40 days {not including Sundays}
from Easter day. Ash Wednesday is so called because of the imposition of ashes on the foreheads of the faithful,
which serve as a reminder of the call to repentance and to believe in the good news. The period of Lent is a
reminder of the forty days that Jesus spent in the desert before taking up the mission he received from his Father
at his baptism.

The Gospel text for Ash Wednesday is about the pious practices that were common among people at the time
of Jesus. These were almsgiving, prayer and fasting. All three though only a means to reach God can be made
ends in themselves.

Almsgiving can be ostentatious, prayer can be used to show-off and fasting can be used to point to one’s self.
Jesus cautions the listeners about these dangers and challenges them to make them all internal activities that
will lead the way to God rather than being made ends in themselves. The focus thus is on the motivation with
which one does what one does. If the motivation for doing good is to win the admiration of human beings, then
that action is selfish and self-motivated and so does no good at all. If the action is done out of a sense of duty
or obligation, it cannot be called pure and is instead diluted. However, if one does the action and accepts that
the reward is in the performing of the action itself, such an action can be salvific. This is the challenge not only
of Ash Wednesday, but of the whole season of Lent, to give selflessly, to reach out zealously and to do with no
expectation of reward or recompense.

For us as Christians, Jesus has simplified matters. There is absolutely no obligation in the Christian way of life
except the obligation to love. When there is love then all our actions come from our hearts and spontaneously
without counting the cost. Almsgiving becomes generous and spontaneous, prayer becomes union with God and
leads to action and fasting is done in order to show our dependence on God and not on earthly things.

As we enter the season of Lent, we ask for the grace to look at ourselves and everyone we meet with a new heart

and a new vision.
Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ
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WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

We’ve done our worst exploiting all
And ushered Satan’s reign
Our greed will never end its claims
What did we really gain
Lifting our minds to Heaven now
We ask for truth and light
To find a love and justice which
Can overcome the night
And in our little worlds to bring
The touch of God to all
For then the wider world will find
There’s hope to take a call
The call to justice, love and truth
We now invoke in prayer
When we begin to change our ways
The world a change may dare
Godfrey D’lima
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These Lenten days bring humbling hope
As we recall our lives
And realise theres damage done
But God will not despise
For Jesus suffered much and died
To rise beyond the grave
No matter what our failings be
His love for us will save
In Lent we will repent for sin
But more it’s time to thank
When laying our lives before his cross
We claim our heavenly rank
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fearara. *3for e AR Sr=IHed FaRAT fouar 3.
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pILS STeta*yTAT T (LB A G ] W qlded 3Udry !! 3=t %ﬂ?ﬁ.(Almsgiving, Prayer and Fasting

must be done in secret)

Wa: ¥ geYe - Hr0l. JIRYU Yege 7 fARaul. STeradid HoAivHIor UiH1ss Mg oY
Hepie & g0 8T DT ATURIRIT WTHTIS RIRHTE 3. SfeRrd St i 3mua e it eoor
qTey HRUGTd i1 JHIYM dred.

T o SaaHe Srdie o g SR ST faea= g &ITdid TR 3/ a1 §e e hee Wd: AIbIaHR
ddIolaes Bt §8dU S/ a1 g¥ IH g UHTATAr! YT HRUGgTd Jayd B 3R HidR® Mg
FHIY T U1 M1 ST T 3182 7 31igu] fadee A= 9a-1d 3.

ST 312 et At IR fayclt 813 Tiedr 3Med. St A6l Ydes aT AT UfaHT. Sh-yHIaR gt ATel forT
TG G, AT i A1 4o SARGIGR DReTar. A1 Uiii¥d HieaHR gEHRTaRd argid of fafecrel!. 71 g1
HERT TR HUYHT SHTUS B ST,

JSHTa RIABIA THGE ST fabct a T Ayl gicr. a1 wrarard fawRe fedn i i
FHIY UTgH fa Ao, gieh ardl Jial 3MTs.

SIS Tl 314 3TIUT Sl araTuial. UIgH Sifard gidl. A1 T SeUraSUiaNd T 8Td 4 48? 3Hd
IR MY AREIAT AT A1d UM HTSdld. 31ddh SRIdId. YUl i gdh? Hlal-l & duaid e
QMY HTEUITET d d SUTHUITET B¢ S, SO MY T o =M {I=Te TeaeTge TaHds gidld.

FHTSTT YT HHH Blat S HHd SRIdId. Bt d 9 eHyH

SUNAY el HRAld d He3 gId gd ATeld. AT d IRAd S
=1 TTeHTd Hiea] A1 A7t Sem!

BUH IR Ted 3R gl UIRAT SUaN aFud $HRdl dagl df dexl Sd WH @l 8 6%
T+ FAHTHT ATURIRIREG St ST e, TR GaTRIar o HUITl $& &3> AP1. Iddhd.

RSB RN TR, IS

22



<TeT AREAT fadt =M T 1d HISdld. 81 3G SiTd fhdies Ieiielap, ISR, Uftics, smefdis
TRl

3R WNIUBRT GFRR TSUNcd U ATd G=ITd A8 dfdd Sffd d WUl fadiTd Igieie el el Iid.
e HANNARId oEE 1 Sedic [Mad Ridbd 3l fderaiR ddia Rexdt ardi=ar wmiuesRt
TR [ IR USHIE AHTaR SHeH § HIeioidhd gid. YMeSdd avid WodrATaR HUIaR cieied]
AT RITDHRT GHRR AR UTaHT 3. <ff SHS UIg 3Hbid! gad ad 3¥d. STaH-ERG! d Uii™g
JHcd. gol Si=f g dre d=i gSdId. Ia-ol a8 g8 dl. (4 SiiaHR WRIUSR ST, $aclal HISUUN d1 3gTUlg
7 AT Jdd Hed add M. T & HRidd Afed. T g1 4THw ar. df areT HiHe i &, af o Iddoi-1
fecma Rrar T8 Stad SR e Iusiidddid sad He df JahH aHyH U 3 il faa.
Raran YT el die 81 W ey, T WriHdid $ieid (4 a SuaN ..

TR 3107 SRTfAHdl TUH SR &M Hed WIBRIE!. T AT SV 397 Had ddaedi=l el Iadl dhid
AL AR AT SFYH HRIEN Had BHRIAN, & ST SIdHTeT AgH! dad Sard!. SadH id dad 8rdl.
T TR T 4 3T,

3R 3AF IISTH o A HId TR, o T &F HRawd. W QU 3Rga! YHRISHI § b Had Pl
Tetd 3=ft TR FaTae] B! Ad. A DT St Heod DI § TeIGHAR HRMALT WSdiTa QM5 3
&FT FodTe! AT TOMATS = HRAl a1 SeIdaTS 7 HRdl GFYH DRI [GudTd. 39 T=T 3
R 4H BT UTes el Sirdl.

qct AT SHIAET dae ART? TR a%d, Sigar B3 10T UieTa 3fd. fRrefor gar IR, TETel ¢
SIUUaRNTST UTs 4. 91! avdl Sl @d gidl 81 IR Arde YRIUaTTad agal 3dl...

Tl TR SR TIdeR U fd g1 oifs, <.
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SHRINE OF

,
Y vy 1SS

LENTEN RETREAT

AT THE SHRINE OF THE INFANT JESUS, NASHIK ROAD

DATES: Arrival March 27, 2026 (evening) to
March 29, 2026 - (Departure after lunch)

THIS A SILENT RETREAT.
Participants will be required to maintain silence during
times of personal prayer and at all meals.

TOTAL DONATION:
Rs. 1,200 per person,
which includes food, accommodation and note.

This Retreat will also be online

For more details, kindly contact:

FR. ERROL FERNANDES SJ
Contact: 9004617804
Email: errolsj@gmail.com
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SERVICES DURING
THE SEASON OF LENT

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
ON ALL FRIDAYS
At 7 pm and on Good Friday at 11 am

HOLY WEEK

' "
March 29, 2026 April 2, 2026
PASSION AND PALM SUNDAY. MAUNDY THURSDAY
Masses as follows: 6.30 AM, 8.00 AM, Celebration of the Lord’s Supper at 6.00 PM
12 Noon. followed by
Palms will be Blessed at all Masses L Procession to the Altar of Repose
>N =
April 3, 2026 Aopri
: pril 4, 2026
__GOOD FRIDAY HOLY SATURDAY
Stations Of The Cross at 11.00 AM Beine with Marv — 8 00 AM
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion — 5.00 PM & Y ’

N

April 4, 2026
EASTER SUNDAY
Celebration of The Resurrection of The Lord 8.00 PM

APRIL 5, 2025
Masses as Follows: 6. 30 AM, 8.00 AM, 10.00 AM (Marathi) AND 12 NOON

FR. ERROL FERNANDES §]
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February

The Terror of Exams haunts urban children. In Adivasi areas, exams are to be practiced just
as much as learning languages, math, social topics, and other contents of the syllabus.

We devoted the month of February 2026 to practice writing an examination format. This
exercise will develop their skill gradually for exams at a more demanding level in life.

We send you glimpses of our learners attempting the examination papers set by our tutors
themselves, forming groups to put down questions for Std I-1V: Marathi, English, Math.

SHELTPANI TUTORIAL

-
AT .

K i
Latitude: 21 K
Longtude
Elevation 166 m
Accuracy 1983.m
Time: 11-0; 0818,
Note: sun seva

- ——

v
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