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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN MAY 2026

The Jesuit community at the Shrine of the Infant Jesus was busy with Retreats, Seminars,
Recollections and Sessions in the months of May 2026.

From May 12-20, 2026, Fr. Errol was in Wayanad to give the Retreat to Jesuit Scholastics at
the end of their Pre-Ordination Programme (POP). These (15) were from six different Provinces
[Chennai, Madurai, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Gujarat]. All of them will be ordained in 2028.
The Retreat was held in the DSS Convent, Sultan Battery, Wayanad, Kerala. Since the weather
was cool and it rained on some days (which cooled the place even more), it was just right for a
Retreat and communion with God. The trees, rain, cool weather and the quiet were all aids to
listen to the promptings of God’s Spirit. The scholastics exited from the Retreat charged and
ready to do not just great, but greater things for God in keeping with the Magis.

Frs Bosco, Vinay and Augustine were busy with maintaining the fort at Nashik.




Our first batch of ICSE Grade 10 students did us proud as did the last batch of the Grade X SSC
(State Board) Students. In the ICSE, out of 52 students who appeared, 39 (75%) achieved a
distinction and 13 (25%) achieved a First Class. In the SSC examinations, out of 112 students,
88 (79%) achieved a distinction and 24 (21%) nachieved a First Class. The Principal of the ICSE
(Ms Esther Bansod), the Head Master of the State Board, Dr. Sanjay Katale and their team of
dedicated teachers deserve a lot of the credit for this fantastic result. The students also did their
part and worked hard. Congratulations to the staff and students.



ST. XAVIER’S HIGH SCHOOL ICSE, NASHIK ROAD

Opp- Nehru Nagar, Nashik Pune Highway, Nashik Road - 422101

Congratulations'! 100%

Vyom Bhatia Kartiki Deshmukh +* Vivan Bawdhankar
Rank - 1 (98.00%) Rank - 2 (97.80%) + Rank - 3 (94.40%)
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Mahvish Khan Sakshath Shetty Atharva Dixit Sairaj Bodke
Rank-1(472) Rank -2 (466) Rank - 3 (465) Rank - 3 (465)
Total students appeared: 112 Distinction: 88 First Class: 24
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Fr Augustine D’mello is transferred to Uplat Patilpada (10 Kms from Talasari) where he will
be engaged in Pastoral and Village work. He has been a great asset at the Shrine for the last five
years and has touched the lives of hundreds of devotees through his homilies and personal touch.
We ask God to be with him, the Infant Jesus to keep showering graces and blessings on him and
Joseph and Mary to keep interceding.

We welcome Fr. Linus D’mello to our community from June 1, 2026.

Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ
June 2026



PENTECOST - COME HOLY SPIRIT WE NEED YOU

A story is told of a man, who, when a very young boy, was taken to nursery school by his
mother. Attentive to his anxiety about being abandoned, the boy’s mother leaned down, kissed
her son, and said, “Good bye, my love. No one is leaving.” Each day, his mother would bid him
farewell with those same words. The boy was too young to recognize the paradox, and embraced
his new existence and quickly adjusted to new and frightening surroundings. Day after day, and
week after week, his mother bid the same farewell: “Good bye, my love. No one is leaving.”

The boy grew into adulthood, and was during this time confronted with the reality of having to
place his mother in a nursing home. She -- now elderly and frail, with advanced Alzheimer’s
disease -- barely recognized him, often forgot to eat, and simply could no longer care for herself.
As he departed from her, leaving her in her new and frightening surroundings, he remembered
her words. He leaned down, kissed his mother, and said, “Good bye, my love. No one is leaving”
-- words his mother recognized even though she no longer recognized him. A tear appeared in
her eye, as she clasped his hand and repeated, “Good bye, my love. No one is leaving.”

This is Jesus’ message on his departure to the Father: “Good bye, my love. No one is leaving”.

The annual celebration of the paschal mystery, which began on Ash Wednesday, culminates at
Pentecost. In a narrative evocative of major Old Testament themes, Acts recounts the
overwhelming gift of the Spirit. Such a fresh outpouring of the Spirit was to accompany the
messianic age. In addition, the first-century Jewish feast of Pentecost, which occurred 50 days
after Passover, memorialized the covenant at Sinai. Having celebrated the liberating Passover
sacrifice of Jesus, the disciples are formed into a covenant community that is to continue the
work of Christ through history. As we celebrate the traditional birthday of the church, the
readings present the genetic code of the living church.

Jesus is departing from us, out of our sight. We find ourselves in the new and frightening
surroundings of this life, in a place where we are uncomfortable and often feel ill equipped to
carry on. Yet, Jesus continues to assure us of his continued presence through his gift of the Holy
Spirit. This is why though he says Good-bye; he is not leaving. This is shown in the Gospel text
of today when he comes to the frightened disciples after his Resurrection on Easter evening,
with a twofold greeting of peace. These disciples, who fled in fear at Jesus’ arrest, are now
themselves forgiven and told to continue his mission from the Father. Though they abandoned
Jesus, he will not abandon them; though they failed him, God’s love will not fail them. Then,
reminiscent of God’s action at creation, Jesus breathes on them, and gifts them the gift of the
Spirit and with it the gift of new life. They have become a new creation. Along with the gift of
the Spirit is also a commission which is to forgive and retain sin.” Retaining sin” has sometimes
been equated with a juridical act, but two indicators caution us that it should not be so. The first
is that it 1s not just the eleven but the “disciples” who are gathered in the room. John uses the
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term “disciples’ for a much larger group than the twelve or eleven. This group could also have
included women and so the commission has to do with something that is more than juridical.
The second is that the Greek “kratein” can also mean, “Restrain or hold in check.” This thus
means that through the gift of the Spirit, who is also the Spirit of truth, the disciples are given
power to take away sin the sin of the world and unmask and control the power of evil as Jesus
himself did. They are not to act as arbiters of right and wrong, but through their just and loving
actions in imitation of the Lord, they are to communicate the unconditional love of the Father.

At Pentecost, as the Acts of the Apostles narrates, the Spirit of God comes down upon the
disciples, resting on each of them and thereby bringing them—and us—together once again.
The disciples get a crash course in the language of God.  After Pentecost, the days of Babel
and confusion are over. The great differences among us, in communication and dialogue,
culture and background, wealth and poverty, are scattered in “the rush of a violent wind.”
Tongues of fire burn them away. It does not matter now whether we are Parthians, Medes or
Elamites of old, or Indians, Chinese, Pakistanis of today. Each one hears the same message in
his/her native tongue simply because the language of love is one. Our world, however, is still
tongue-tied. What can be misunderstood will be misunderstood. However, Babel, the parable
of our first clash of cultures and failure to communicate, is more than a mythic explanation of
the differences among nations and languages. It is an apt description of the human condition
itself. We often do not understand one another even when we speak the same language. We
all remain stymied by our fundamental inability to accept the differences among us in how we
live and what we believe.

But the unity which love brings is summarized by Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians. The
Spirit, though one, is never bottled or canned. It is at work in each of us, always fresh and
always new, waiting to be translated into the language of our own lives, into the language of
love. Itis only to the extent that we try to accept the other, no matter how different or foreign,
that we come to understand the language of God. Only then is Babel turned to Pentecost.

As the Spirit used the discourse of the disciples on Pentecost to reshape and redirect the lives of
those who listened to their words, so the Spirit on this Pentecost will reshape and mould us if
we but listen. After all, God speaks to us in the one abiding word that ends fear and brings
lasting peace and love—the Word- Made-Flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Errol Fernandes



ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER

St. Joseph, just give me a hand
When work and worry plague me
You had to flee the tyrants might

Your Wife and Child would live free

-

A carpenter they say you were
That wouldn’t be high earning
And while you toiled to keep life going
You saw to Jesus’ learning

You disappear from scripture’s notes
When you had done your best
St. Joseph let me live your way
And leave to God the rest

GODFREY D’LIMA
9



ST. JOSEPH, MODEL OF FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE

l. Introduction: St. Joseph is one of the very few Saints who has two feast days to
honour him. The scriptures do not say much about this silent saint. As a matter of fact, St. Joseph
does not speak in the scriptures. His voice is not heard. This is to be expected because St. Joseph
was a man of action more than words.

Il. Some qualities of St Joseph from which we can draw inspiration from him for our
own lives are as under.

1) Attentive listening: Matthew is the only one of the four Evangelists who places Joseph on
the centre stage in his Infancy Narrative. The angel appears to Joseph in a dream on four separate
occasions. (Mt 1:20-21; 2:13; 2:19-21; 2:22).

Before (Mt 1:18-19) the first of these dreams (1:20-21) Joseph had already made up his mind to
follow the law because he was righteous. He became aware of the pregnancy of Mary - to whom
he was engaged or betrothed - and possibly suspected her of adultery. The only logical
explanation of the pregnancy was that Mary was guilty of adultery. Joseph had the choice to
pursue a legal trial for adultery (Deut 22:23-27) or draw up a bill of divorce. Joseph chose the
latter option because he did not want to publicly shame Mary and it would attract less attention.

Hearing with the ears of our head and seeing with the eyes of our head is only one way of
hearing and seeing. True hearing and seeing require that we hear and see also with the ears and
eyes of our hearts.

2) Trusting God’s word: The angel explains that the child conceived in Mary is from the Holy
Spirit (Mt 1:20) and Joseph must take his pregnant betrothed as his wife. Not only is he to do
that, he will also not have the privilege as the foster father to name this child. This name has
already been chosen by God as communicated by the angel (1:21). His trust in God’s word
shows in his action.

When things go the way we want, it is easy to believe and trust God’s word. However, when
God’s word calls us to act the opposite of the way want, it is not easy to accept and follow.

3) Action more than words: Joseph’s trust in God’s word does not end with his acceptance of
Mary and Jesus as his wife and son respectively. In the three dreams that follow the first (2:13;
2:19-20 and 2:22), he is asked to perform actions which are extremely difficult. However, since
it is God’s plan and God’s hand is at work, Joseph acts in obedience.
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In the first of these dreams, Joseph is asked to go to Egypt hastily. He obeys. In the second,
when the family is in Egypt, he is asked to go to Israel (2:19-20). Once again, he obeys. The
choice of Nazareth and not Judea in Israel as the place of residence of the family is also
attributed to Joseph’s obedience (2:22-23).

We sometimes look for God only in miracles or extraordinary events. Yet, God keeps revealing
God’s power, might and love in the ordinary events of our lives. Like Joseph we must open our
hearts wide to see.

4) Acting without expectation: In most of our relationships with others including members of
our families, we act with some or other expectation. Sometimes, we expect those to whom we
have been generous and kind to also be generous and kind to us in return. At others times, we
expect a word of gratitude and even praise for reaching out. At still other times, we expect that
those to whom we have reached out will not be ungrateful. With Joseph, there were no
expectations whatsoever. He did what had to done.

Each of us is also called by God in our own way to be God’s instrument of love and peace. God
does not expect that we do extraordinary things to reveal this love. If like Joseph we can reach
out to another even in a small way, we will have done well,

5) Model for workers and the sanctity of work: The Gospel of Matthew tells us that Joseph
was a carpenter (13:55). He does not state whether Jesus followed his foster father in this trade.
In his Gospel, he refers to Jesus as “the carpenter’s son” (13:55). The Gospel of Mark, however,
informs us that Jesus did follow Joseph in this trade. When Jesus goes back to his hometown,
the townsfolk identity him as “the carpenter” (Mk 6:3).
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The celebration of the feast of St. Joseph, the worker on the first day of May each year — when
Workers Day or Labour Day is celebrated in many countries of the world - is a celebration of
the saint and his work ethic, but also a celebration of the participation of humans in God’s work
of creation. In this Joseph becomes an inspiration and model to workers of the meaning of hard
work and earning one’s living through the sweat of one’s brow.

6) Model of discernment and faith: Obedience to God’s word required a lot of discernment
and faith from Joseph. He was aware that he would not have been able to recognise immediately
whether he was indeed doing God’s will. The dreams could have been the result of his own
imagination. It required discernment to know that they were not. All decisions that he had to
take - the hastening to Egypt, remaining in Egypt when the threat to the child was still alive, and
the return to Nazareth - were life changing decisions. They would affect not only his life, but
also the life of his wife Mary and Jesus. This is why he had to be convinced of that which he
could not see and hope that his actions were in accord with what God wanted him to do.
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One important rule of a good discernment is that we do not make decisions when we are upset
or even elated. This is because these decisions will be based only on emotion and not
discernment. We have to be at equanimity before we make important decisions and, in this
regard, Joseph is a model to be imitated.

7) Protector of the family and of the world: In his role as foster father of Jesus, Joseph was
protector of his family. The safety of his family was of prime importance to Joseph and he
placed their needs and safety above his own.

This quality of Joseph can be extended to include his protection of the whole world. As he kept
the interests of his family uppermost, so he keeps the interests of the world uppermost in his
intercession for the world.

When we are tempted to live self-centered and selfish lives, Joseph’s selflessness comes as a
breath of fresh air inviting us to be other-centered and to make a difference to the lives of others.

1. Conclusion: In the play Hamlet, there is a scene in which Hamlet says to his friend
Horatio “There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in your
philosophy” (Hamlet 1.5). One understanding of this is that while there are many things that the
human person does know, there are possibly more things that we do not yet know.

We live in times where many of us would prefer to see before we believe. If we are of this mind,
then there is no need for faith. St. Joseph teaches us to believe even without seeing. He also
teaches us to believe even when we cannot see. This is because like him, we too must realize
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that God’s will for the world will always be better than what we want for ourselves. We must
learn from St. Joseph how to make our will subservient to God’s.

Our actions in most cases, even the seemingly altruistic ones are often with our eye on the
reward. St Joseph teaches us that we must learn to find the reward in the doing of the action.

ERROL FERNANDES
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INTERNATIONAL LABOUR DAY

To every Worker thanks and praise
For all the world you serve
Your legions slog with frugal wage
But hold their job with nerve

RN
HAPPY

INTERNATIONAL
WORKERS DAY

132 kA b M
i a L)
AIR4iT
In God’s great plan so just and true
Workers should have their needs

And human wellbeing shared by all
That every life succeeds

Rise O Workers of the world
To build the plans of Heaven
That liberty, equality
May spur our growth like leaven

GODFREY D’LIMA
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THE SACRED TABLE: INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE THROUGH THE LENS OF
SPORT

The sylvan landscape of Manickpur, VVasai—characterized by its sprawling paddy plantations
and coconut groves—served as more than a picturesque backdrop for my youth; it was a
foundational space for communal inclusivity. Growing up in a culture now increasingly
pressured by urbanization, | was early introduced to an environment where diverse faiths
coexisted. This pluralistic upbringing was further solidified through my academic journey and
professional tenure in Mumbai’s milk distribution and transport sectors. These experiences
cultivated a profound respect for the "other," affirming that the pursuit of the Divine is a shared
human endeavor, regardless of the nomenclature used for God.

Upon entering the Society of Jesus, this inclination toward the "other" was given theological
structure. The Jesuit charism of being "contemplatives in action"—finding God in all things—
became the lens through which | viewed the world. My studies in Nepal, Pune, and Delhi
reinforced the vital adage: "to be religious is to be inter-religious." This perspective was later
enriched by working with tribal communities in Shirpur and Manor, whose harmony with nature
offered a masterclass in the greater good. However, it was during my recent five-year tenure at
the Shrine of Infant Jesus in Nashik, under the mentorship of Fr. Errol Fernandes, that my
spiritual mission found an unexpected medium: the sport of table tennis.

-------

Fr. Errol, a scholar who seamlessly integrates scripture with the practicalities of finance,
encouraged me to return to the gymkhana. In Nashik, where the Christian population is a distinct
minority, the table tennis court became a primary site for inter-faith engagement. Training
alongside Hindu peers for national tournaments necessitated a level of mutual reliance that
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transcended ritual differences. Our "sojourns™ across India and the occasional shifts in our travel
plans served to deepen a bond of trust that was both athletic and spiritual.

Through the medium of my mother tongue, Marathi, these encounters took on a deeper cultural
resonance. We did not merely coexist; we participated in the rhythms of each other's lives,
celebrating Ganpati, Dasara, and Diwali with the same communal joy as Christmas and Easter.
This experience underscored that dialogue is most effective when it is lived rather than merely
discussed. As | conclude my time in Nashik, | see my fulfillment as a Jesuit reflected in the
shared sweat and camaraderie of the court.
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'Ultimately, thisourney proves that the boundaries of faith are softened by the common goals
of sport. As Nelson Mandela famously observed:
"Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power to unite

people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand.”

In the simple bounce of a celluloid ball, | found a universal language that translates the Jesuit
mission into a lived reality of peace and partnership.

AUGUSTINE D’MELLO
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- Kumbhojkar clinched

Nashik District Masters TT

The Nashik District Masters
Table Tennis Championship
was recently organised by the
Nashik District Table Tennis
Association in the city. The
tournament featured compe-
titions in Men's Singles,
Women's Singles, and Doubles
categories across age groups
of Over 40, Over 50, and Over
60. The event received a total

—I—of over 60 entries. The compe-

titions were conducted in the
league format.
In the Men's Singles (Over
category), Umesh
the
championship title by defeat-
ing Augustine D'Mello 2-1 in
the final match, with a score-
line of 4-11, 11-3, 11-4. Kumb-
hojkar secured his second title
in the Men's Singles (Over 60
category), thereby earning the
distinction of a double crown,
by defeating Shivanand Kun-
daje 2-0 in the final, with a
score of 11-3, 11-7.

In the Men's Singles (Over
40 category), Augustine D'Viello
claimed the championship title
by defeating Sagar Kulkarni
2-0 in the final round,. with a
score of 11-4, 11-8.

In the Women's Singles
(Above 40 category). Swati
Agharkar secured the cham-
pionship title by defeating Su-
nita Dhatingan 2-0 in the final
round, with a score of 11-4,
11-9.

50

Narendra Chhajed, Shekhar Bhan

C’ship evokes great response

dari, Abhishek Chhajed, Milind
Kachole, and Suhas Asharkar with all the victoriocus players.

The pairing of Suresh
Sharma and Sunil Malode
clinched the championship in
the Men's Doubles category, by
defeating the duo of Augustine
D'Mello and N Vasudev 3-2 in
the final round, with a score
of 11-6,6-11,. 11-5,8-11, 11-6. The
winners and runners-up of the
tournament were honoured
with cash prizes presented by
the President of the Nashik
District Table Tennis Associ-
ation Narendra Chhajed.

A felicitation ceremony was
held to honour the athletes
who won medals in various
categories at the recently con-
cluded 32nd Masters National
Table Tennis Championship
in Pune. The honourees, in-
cluding Shivanand Kundaje,
who clinched three gold medals
in the Men's Over 70 age group,
and Umesh Kumbhojkar,
Satish Shirsat, Swati Agharkar
Jyoti Kulkarni, and Sunita
Dhatingan were presented
with gifts in recognition of
their achievements. The event
was anchored by the Associa-
tion Secretary Shekhar
Bhandari. Rajesh Bharvirkar:
Milind Kachole, Abhishek
Chhajed, and Suhas Agharkar
were present. Purushottam
Aher, Swati Agharkar, and
Abhishek Chhajed put in ex-
ceptional efforts to ensure the
successful organisation of
these championships.

Nashk First
Page No. 3

May 22, 20286
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INTERNATIONAL FAMILIES DAY
We are one human family
Of every race and tribe
Our cultures varyingly so rich
In diverse ways we vibe
God’s wonder is revealed to us
By every human being

International Families Day

Every Generation Matters

And in this earthly family
Its great mosaic we’re seeing
The nations too are families
Even through war and strife

Like every family to learn
There’s so much more to life

We pray that God may bless the way
Of families great and small
That through our quest for peace and joy

We’ll heed to heaven’s call

GODFREY D’LIMA
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MOTHER’S DAY
Mother’s Day is everyday
For Mothers seldom rest
The home will run for everyone
And that’s a real test

m 11y Qy

Like God above who keeps us going
No matter great or small
A Mothers care is always there
Whatever will befall
So, thanks dear Mothers thanks be God

You strive your best to give

May all of us without a fuss
Do more for all to live

GODFREY D’LIMA
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