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SHRINE HAPPENINGS IN AUGUST 2026

Fr Errol was busy in the month of August with Retreats and Courses. The first of these was a
retreat to 43 Priests of the Diocese of Boinangaon, Assam which was held at the Arrupe Renewal
Centre, Shillong

All the priests got into the Retreat from the beginning and it was clear that the Spirit of God was
truly present. Many of them said that they were deeply touched by the Spirit and were
determined to keep making a difference in the lives of the people they were called to serve.
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Immediately after the Retreat, Fr Errol went to St Pius X, Seminary Goregaon for his yearly
course on the Gospel of Mark with the students of First Year theology. He completed the course
on August 14, 2026 and returned to Nashik.

On August 17, 2026, Fr Errol went to the Fatima Sisters, Generalate, Pune to conduct the first
of five Retreats for the Fatima Sisters. He has been requested to give Retreats to the whole
Congregation. The other four Retreats will be in September (2) October (1) and November (1).
The first Retreat was attended by 55 sisters. The Sisters who attended this retreat were deeply
touched by the Spirit of God from the first day and maintained openness and silence so that the
Spirit could work all through the Retreat touching and transforming their lives. All the sisters
left after a deeply spiritual experience and with resolutions to make Jesus Christ visible through
their actions.



We take this opportunity to wish you and your families all the blessings of the Infant Jesus. We

are sure that St Joseph and our Blessed Mother will be your intercessors and guides.
Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ



THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY ON INDIA’S INDEPENDENCE DAY

Besides other significant events in the month of August, two stand out. These are The
Assumption of our Blessed Mother and Independence Day. Both are celebrated on the same
date: August 15 and both are related.

The reason why these events are related is because they are both about Freedom. Independence
IS celebrated as freedom from foreign rule and domination to self-rule and governance and the
Assumption may be seen as a freedom from this limited and incomplete life to the bliss of eternal
and perpetual life.

The verses which make up the Gospel text for the feast of the Assumption are commonly known
as “The Magnificat” or Mary’s hymn of praise. It seems to have been modelled on the prayer of
Samuel’s mother, Hannah, in 1 Sam 2:1-10 and contains many Old Testament concepts and
phrases. It communicates a picture of Mary as someone quite steeped in scripture. It reveals
God primarily as a God of the poor. God is the one who will vindicate the poor by removing the
rich and mighty from their positions and raising the lowly.

The hymn may be seen to be divided into four parts. The first part consists of praise to God for
what he has done in and for Mary; the second part speaks of God’s power, holiness and mercy;
the third part shows God acting as a Sovereign in reversing social conditions in favor of the poor
and downtrodden; and the fourth and final part recalls God’s mercy and promises to Israel.

The hymn speaks of the effects of the Lord’s coming for all of God’s people. It begins on a note
of salvation as Mary acknowledges her dependence on God. It was the grace of God that
sustained and brought her to the position in which she finds herself. She has not achieved
anything on her own, it is all a gift of God and thus, Mary acknowledges her humble state,
referring to herself as God’s servant. She is to be called “blessed’ because God, in his mercy
and goodness, had raised her to this level.

God has shown this mercy and goodness to the poor by showing the strength of his arm, by
scattering the proud, and deposing the powerful. The poor, on the other hand, have been raised,
and the hungry have been filled. God remembers not only those of old but also the present
generation. He is a God not only of the past, but also a God of the present, the now.

The stress on God as a God primarily of the poor stands out in Mary’s hymn of praise. In a
world where the rich seem to be getting richer and the poor, poorer, one wonders whether the
Magnificat is a hymn that can make sense to the poor, to those of low degree. Yet, it is important
to remember that God’s ways are not our ways and so, the poor must, in confidence, sing this
song as their song. The confidence with which Mary sings this song runs through the entire
hymn. She uses past tense to denote God’s future actions, thus expressing that God will indeed
accomplish his will, and the poor will be vindicated. What is important for the poor to realize is
that they, like Mary, need to continue to open themselves to all that God wants to do in them.
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They need to continue to acknowledge their dependence on God by doing all that is required of
them and then, leaving the rest in his capable and strong hands.

Even as we do celebrate these events, we need to ask ourselves serious questions both as Indians
and Christians. Can we be really free when caste distinctions result in murder and rape? Can we
be really free when freedom to speak the truth is met with physical violence and threat to life?
Can we be free when the incidence of female foeticide is so high in our country and where in
many places the girl child is seen as a liability and burden rather than a blessing? Can we be
really free when we are so intent on destroying our natural resources for selfish ends and then
have to wonder whether we will have enough rain to see us through the year? Can we call
ourselves Christians when we will not do anything about these atrocities and continue with our
lives as if it does not concern us?

Are we really free? Are we truly Christian?
Let the celebrations of Independence Day and the Assumption of our Blessed Mother be wake-

up calls for us to rouse ourselves from our slumber and do something tangible to right the
wrongs.



Heaven’s Answer

There's something astir in India today
Something that heralds a change
But the powers that be rule so menacingly
If they crush all that wouldn't be strange
It's therefore | pray that Heaven at last
May pick up the bodies that break
There's no other power that can stemn the great rot
No matter what we undertake
Pray that this grip of Satan will loose
And the Reign of God's Kingdom may rise
That the masses who face the tyrant’s crude mace
May find their true strength that defies



We and the GEN Z

It appears we had to endure this endless wait
For the Gen Z, to finally seal the Vishwaguru’s fate

They were quicker than us, to see and discover
That the ‘Emperor’ had indeed no clothes whatsoever!

They brought about the government’s capitulation
An achievement, nothing short of a revolution

Gen Z showed us the way, held to us a mirror
We saw 1n 1t our reckless contribution to the horror!

We celebrated the sufferings inflicted on the ‘othered’
Not realizing that our own children would be devoured

Forced to open our eyes, we now see before us the devastation
It will take years, before we rebuild our Republic’s foundation

We refused to see the writings on the wall, or listen to the warning
Having been lulled and sedated by the compromised media’s offering

Even as we introspect, reset our thinking and atone for our Sin
Let us applaud and celebrate our Gen Z’s most spectacular Win!

Anthony Dias



John Marie Vianney

As we remember John Vianney
We thank for every one
Who serves as priest in God’s great Church
In the footsteps of his Son

For its not rituals that make priests
Nor grandiose celebration
But in the care for those in need
Is priesthood’s validation

We all share Jesus’ priesthood now
With truth and love so filled
No care for empty titles worn
Just humankind to build

Godfrey D’lima

10



RHYME OF THE STATUS QUO

No, they don’t want Jesus Christ
Nor Marxian thought to cite
Or Islam - keep the masses blind
Lest they rethink their plight

And that’s the status quo today
Where those with power and might
Are educated for careers
To fuel westward flight

Then from their niches, rich, secure
With patriotic spite
They’ll spike the terror to disrupt
New faiths by day or night

While home our satraps legislate
To throttle every light
That serves to show forth better days
Which bring the poor respite

Godfrey D’lima
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